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COLLABORATION CONTINUES AT THE SIXTH ANNUAL
MEETING BETWEEN THE CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR
WOMEN’S ISSUES AND THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

WOMEN JUDGES

July 7, 2011 in the Cannon House Office Building must have been one of the busiest places on Capitol Hill
with key House congressional players negotiating the debt ceiling crisis seen making their way back and
forth between their offices and committee hearing rooms. Despite the nation’s business calling, mem-
bers of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues (Women’s Caucus) joined members of the National
Association of Women Judges, government officials, and legal professionals from around the country to
discuss areas of mutual concern, share insights on programs to increase the effectiveness of state courts
as providers of equal access to justice, and reaffirm the value of the annual joint meeting as an oppor-
tunity for each - jurists to representatives, and representatives to jurists — to important knowledge of
current activities and interest, and the role each plays in providing justice for all.

NAWLJ President Judge Marjorie Laird Carter, California Superior Court, Orange County, joined by
fellow Meeting Co-Chair NAWJ Finance Chair Judge Anna Blackburne-Rigsby, District of Columbia
Court of Appeals, stood with Congressional Caucus Co-Chair Representative Gwen Moore of Wis-
consin to welcome the near 65 attendees of Representatives, congressional staff, judges, government
officials and attorneys who assembled in Cannon’s elegantly beautiful Caucus Room. Despite another
active period on Capitol Hill NAWJ members were joined by devoted Caucus members who included
Hon. Tammy Baldwin, Wisconsin 2nd District; Hon. Ann Marie Buerkle, New York 25th District,
Hon. Lois Capps, California 23rd District; Hon. Donna Edwards, Maryland 4th District; Hon. Sheila
Jackson Lee, Texas 18th District; Hon. Jean Schmidt, Ohio 2nd District, and Hon. Nikki Tsongas,
Massachusetts 5th District.

NAWJ Past President Judge Vanessa Ruiz, District of Columbia Court of Appeals, who is chairing the
American Bar Association project to produce Standards for Language Access in Courts, discussed the
increasing importance of language access—“roughly 20% of people in the United States, American
citizens included, speak a language other than English in their homes” she volunteered. Language access
is a growing problem that ignites tension with decreasing court-funding and she stressed, something the
congress should be aware of in future appropriations.

The Hon. Susan Carbon, Director of the Office of Violence Against Women at the U.S. Department of
Justice, herself a former Supervisory Judge of the New Hampshire Judicial Branch Family Division
from 1996 until 2010, informed the audience that “14% of all homicides in the United States are domestic
homicides, further offering the idea that “these domestic violence crimes are almost always predictable
and therefore preventable.” For her Office, promoting legislation to institute predictive programs is at
the forefront of their agenda. Later during the meeting Maryland Representative Donna Edwards would
strike a similar prescriptive tone when relaying a story of meeting with young girls who became ani-
mated when allowed to share their unfortunate experiences with violence in their homes and families.

COUNTERBALANCE is published by:
National Association of Women Judges
1341 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 4.2
Washington, D.C. 20036 Director Carbon reminded all of the resources available to them including the ‘Burgundy Book,” Civil
ACTB AR Protection Orders: A Guide for Improving Practice, produced by Office on Violence Against Women
Fax: 202 393 0125 and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. The Guide “acknowledges the unique
roles performed by professionals throughout the civil legal system, and provides guidance specific to

E-mail: nawj@nawj.org
Web: www.nawj.org
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Save the Dates in 2012!

NAW] Midyear Meeting and Leadership Conference
March 8-11, 2012
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Host Hotel: The Charles Hotel

NAW]J’s 34th Annual Conference
November 7-12, 2012
Miami Beach, Florida

Host Hotel: Eden Roc Renaissance




