A Message from NAWJ President

Hon. La Tia W. Martin
Dear NAWJ Members,

On October 18, 2009 I was inducted as the President of our most prestigious organization during the 30th Annual Conference of NAWJ in Portland Oregon.  I am truly honored to serve as your leader for the 2008-09 year. The conference was very well attended by many judges and members of the legal and related professions from throughout the United States of America. Additionally, international judges from Egypt as well as Argentina participated in the conference.  The Egyptian judges shared with us their personal experiences and described the legal and judicial system of their homeland. The Oregon women attorneys were extremely supportive and demonstrated their strong commitment to the organization. We offer our sincere gratitude to them.  A large number of our NAWJ Resource Board members were in attendance and clearly expressed their continued commitment to assist us in the fulfillment of our mission. Our gratitude to these Resource Board Members is boundless. The conference was overwhelming successful due to the tremendous hard work of the Conference Chairs, Judges Ellen Rosenblum, Julie Frantz and Mary Deits and all of the Committee members. We salute them for their outstanding efforts.
Plans are currently underway for the preparation of the NAWJ 2009 Annual Conference to be held October 15-18 2009 in Memphis Tennessee.  Reservations can now be made for the Peabody Memphis Hotel at the toll free number 800 732 2639.The Conference Co Chairs are Judges Bernice Bouie Donald and Earnestine H Dorse. If you have any suggestions for Program topics   please forward same to Judge Donald.
I am looking forward to an exciting and productive 2008-09 year and strongly urge all NAWJ members to participate in both local district events and national activities.  Some of our major national events will include the Mid Year/Regional meeting in the Spring, 2009, the Judicial Leaders/Congressional Caucus in the Summer, 2009 and of course the Memphis Annual Conference next Fall 2009. Each of our District Directors will host one or more of the following events: membership receptions; Color of Justice programs; Women in the Judiciary Law School Career Panels; Women in Prison Programs; District Conferences and other NAWJ sponsored forums.
I encourage those who have ideas about how NAWJ could further address the needs of our membership to contact me. I look forward to and would appreciate hearing from you.        

All the best,

La Tia W. Martin

President
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NAWJ 2008 Honorees
JUSTICE JOAN DEMPSEY KLEIN HONOREE OF THE YEAR

Honorable Bernice Bouie Donald
*****

HONORABLE MATTIE BELLE DAVIS AWARD

Honorable Sue Pai Yang
****

Justice Vaino Spencer Leadership Award

Honorable Vanessa Ruiz
****

FLORENCE K. MURRAY AWARD

Drucilla Stender Ramey

****

A Message from Vice President of Publications
Hon. Sheila R. Johnson
Dear NAWJ Members,

I am in the process of gathering articles from judges and interesting announcements regarding NAWJ members and female judges across the country.  I view this as a unique opportunity to showcase the talents and honors of our colleagues around the country, as well as a chance to increase NAWJ membership by highlighting the many interesting activities that this organization sponsors and the causes it supports.

If you have female judges in your state who have been recently appointed, or if they have been promoted or received an honor, please let me know.  I can feature this with photos.  Also, if there are vacancies on the various benches in your state and your governor is set to fill with an appointment, please advise and I will forward that information to Justice Martin who will take any pertinent action.

 

Also, if you have authored an article on an issue of interest to women in the legal profession, or you know of such an article, please let me know.  Perhaps it can be recreated for our newsletter. If you or your court has a special program that serves the interest of women in law or judiciary or serves the interest of justice in some way, let me know.  It may also be the subject for publication. Similarly, if you have traveled within or abroad and you find news on issues concerning the judiciary please share them with me at email address sjohnson@cityofsouthfield.com.
If there is anything that you have done or know about in your area, that serves the interest of women lawyers, judges or the interests of justice, especially for women, then please let me know. Your submissions need not be scholarly.  They need not be complete edited versions. Any pertinent information in any form will be considered, even if just a brief note or unedited commentary.
Please feel free to pass this request along to judges in your area!!

Regards,

Hon. Shelia R. Johnson

VP, Publications

Winter, 2009 Counterbalance
The deadline for submitting news and other items in the next issue of Counterbalance is January 15, 2009. Look for the winter issue by the end of February. Submissions may be forwarded to Lavinia Cousin at lcousin@nawj.org. When submitting articles for review, please refer to the following suggested guidelines:

· E-mail documents are preferred. You may attach either a Word or WordPerfect document, or include the text in the body of your e-mail. You may attach photos along with the document to ensure I receive your entire submission package. See guidance on photos below. 

· When sending submissions, please include “For Counterbalance” in the subject line. If you have an idea where you’d like your submission placed (District News, Awards & Recognition, etc.), please feel free to let us know.

· Please submit a complete article. If you have information from some other source (article, newsletter, Web site, etc.) that you want included, please place that information in your article. 

· If you have photos you would like to accompany your submission, please attach the photo files (.JPG, .GIF, .BMP, etc. in 300dpi for best quality) and include a caption in the body of the e-mail (e.g., image1.jpg – Judge Jane Doe presents award to John Doe). Please do not insert photos into your articles. If you must send a PDF document from which you would like me to extract a photo(s), please indicate which photo(s). Please remember that the higher the quality of the image (directly from a camera or scanner), the better the print quality. 

· Copyright restrictions do apply even though we are a non-profit organization. NAWJ can reproduce articles from newspapers or Web sites if you own the rights or have been granted reprint permission. If you just want to include a summary from the source, please write and submit it as too. 

If you have any questions or problems getting something to Lavinia please don’t hesitate to call (202.393-0222 ext 11) or e-mail lcousin@nawj.org)
NAWJ President to be Honored
The Hon. La Tia W. Martin
Recipient of the NBA Judicial Council Thurgood Marshall Award

&
Recipient of the Black Bar Association of Bronx County Justice Ivan Warner Award
to be presented at their 25th anniversary dinner on Thursday, Oct 23, 2008

Annual Member Data Update

In the next few days you will receive an email from Jeff.  The email will contain much of your data NAWJ has on file.  It is important that you review this data and report back if there are any changes.  This data will be used for the 2009 Membership Directory.

A Message from the NAWJ International Director

Judge Carolyn Engel Temin, NAWJ’s International Director, is planning a pre conference trip to the Far East prior to the 2010 IAWJ Conference (info below).  If you are interested in exploring this opportunity, please email Jeff at jgroton@nawj.org
IAWJ 2010 10th Biennial International Conference in Seoul, South Korea

May, 2010
Seoul, South Korea

Mark it on your calendar now! The IAWJ's 2010 10th Biennial Conference will be held in Seoul, South Korea. The tentative dates are May 10-14, 2010. 

As we have more information on the conference, we will include it on our website. 

Our most recent conference held in Panama in March 2008 was a great success. We had a record number of attendees, great topics, and discussions on topics important to women judges around the world. For more information on the 2008 Panama Conference, including the conference program and speakers' papers, please see http://www.iawj.org/what/panama.asp 

We look forward to another amazing conference in 2010 in Seoul, South Korea. We look forward to seeing you there!
NY Chapter Program
The NY Chapter of NAWJ presents the Women in Prison Committee forum "Incarceration & Domestic Violence - A Complex Relationship" at the U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, on Thursday, Nov 6, 2008  from 6 to 8 pm.  RSVP to Hon. Debra James at djames@courts.state.ny.us.

NEW WEBCOURSE and RESOURCE on the INTERSECTION of
SEXUAL ABUSE and DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
 

Recent research documents a startling overlap between sexual abuse and physical abuse in domestic violence cases. In studies of battered women, 40-70% reveal that they are also suffering sexual abuse ranging from verbal degradation to torture, but very few report it.  Their silence denies the court information vital to myriad aspects of judicial decision making, bearing on everything from orders of protection to custody/visitation to appropriate dispositions for offenders. Fatality reviews find that forced sex is a significant factor in potential lethality.

 

This largely hidden issue of intimate partner sexual abuse may be a factor in civil, criminal, family, juvenile and probate cases. To assist judges and other justice system professionals in bringing this critical information to light and handling these cases effectively, the National Judicial Education Program, a project of Legal Momentum in cooperation with the National Association of Women Judges,  has developed a webcourse and resource titled Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse:  Adjudicating this Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence.
 

Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating this Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence is focused on judges but is also intended for a multidisciplinary audience, particularly the court personnel who interface with domestic violence victims.  In addition to covering the legal, medical and social science aspects of intimate partner sexual abuse, the course includes many recommendations for improving court administration as it relates to these cases, and how judges can take a leadership role in improving the community and justice system response to these cases within the code of judicial conduct.

 

Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse:  Adjudicating this Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence is available at www.njep-ipsacourse.org.  Registration is free and open to all.

 

If you have any questions or suggestions,  please contact Lynn Hecht Schafran, Director of the National Judicial Education Program, at lschafran@legalmomentum.org or 212/413-7518.

Keep NAWJ Up-to-Date on Your Local Activities!
If you would like to post events on the NAWJ Web calendar  please send an e-mail with “NAWJ Calendar Submission” in the subject line to lcousin@nawj.org and include the following information (in this format) in the body of that e-mail—

Event date: 
Event time: 
Event title: 
Event description: 
Contact: 
Location: 

E-mails without the above information may cause a delay or error in posting. You may attach flyers or registration forms to be posted along with your event, but it is most helpful if you can extract the required information and present it in the above format. Thank you for your help.

