A Message from NAWJ’s President Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly

Greetings Members,

April was definitely not the cruelest month for NAWJ! The Boston Mid-Year and Northeast Leadership Conference was a huge success. Well over 400 individuals registered for various events, including 320 for the luncheon, with key note speaker, CNN commentator and bestselling author of "The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court", Jeffery Toobin, who was charming in person and a riveting speaker. The educational panel that followed -- "The First Amendment and the High Profile Case," provided articulate and lively exchanges on the subject of judges speaking out about high profile cases that receive media attention.

All of the venues -- from the lunch on Boston's waterfront, to the receptions in newly renovated Adams Courthouse, and on Beacon Hill in the historically significant, stately Parkman townhouse, to the newly renovated Jurys Hotel -- received high marks.

District Director and Executive Committee member reports made during the board meeting reflect that the year has been an incredibly energetic one, with many members around the country actively involved in presenting NAWJ programs and events and advancing NAWJ's mission. I unveiled a prototype of the NAWJ website that will feature gender statistics regarding judges on the state and federal courts. Dru reported that NAWJ sponsorships generated by enthusiasm over the midyear exceeded $208,000. Jeff reported that, as a result, additional funds available for NAWJ programs and operations will be in excess of $120,000.
On April 25, I addressed the New York ABA Fellows at its lunch meeting. Using the topic, "Women Judges and the View from the Bench" as a jumping off point, I outlined the expectations we had when, 30 years ago, we believed that by increasing to 50% the women graduating from the nation's law schools there would be an inevitable, concomitant increase in the percentage of women in the upper echelons of the legal profession -- whether in legal education, law practice in the public and private sectors, or the judiciary. 

Despite two decades of women graduating from law schools in numbers approaching 50%, the percentage of women in the judiciary has become stagnant, hovering at 20% of the federal bench and 27% of the state bench, while women have similarly been left out of leadership positions in large law firms, where they make up less than %16. I suggested that the current statistics that reveal the appalling attrition of women, and particularly women of color, from large firm practice should be of concern to all of us. Drawing from the writings of Judge James Wynn and Professor Sherrilyn Ifill, I talked about the need for a fully diverse bench to promote judicial independence and proposed that by failing to advance women in legal practice, we perpetuate the status quo in the judiciary. As Justice Sandra Day O'Connor reported in 1994, in The Effects of Gender in the Federal Courts: The Final Report of the Ninth Circuit Gender Bias Task Force: The Quality of Justice, 67 S. Cal. L. Rev. 745, 786-87 (1994),  "Women judges and women lawyers attribute male-domination of the judiciary" to the exclusion of women from the informal and formal networks that influence judicial appointments; including from law firm partnerships and to equivalent positions in public law organizations. I will present an expanded version of this topic when I travel to Philadelphia next month to attend the "Women in the Profession" luncheon there.

Nan Duffly
SAVE THE DATE

Invitations will be mailed in early May!

National Association of Women Judges

Midwest Regional Leadership Conference

August 27-29, 2008

Keynote Speaker: Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Dear NAWJ member/supporter,

As President of the National Association of Women Judges, I want to personally extend to you our warmest invitation to attend the NAWJ Midwest Regional Leadership Conference, to be held on August 27-29, 2008 at the InterContinental Chicago, centering on an August 28th Keynote Luncheon Address by our great friend and mentor, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, on the occasion of NAWJ's inaugural award of the Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholarship  You will shortly be receiving the formal printed invitation.
Conference events will additionally include remarks by nationally acclaimed author Scott Turow, two highly interactive programs, cross-cultural issues in the Courts and contemporary judicial ethical challenges. In addition there will be a panel presentation by distinguished judges and attorneys focusing on the implications for judicial diversity and independence given the alarming exodus of women attorneys from large law firms.  Conference registrants are also invited to a reception on the evening of August 28th. For judicial attendees, a small reception is being planned for the Wednesday evening of your arrival.
Conference invitees include the Judicial Planning Committee, co-chaired by Presiding Judge Sophia Hall, Judge Cheryl Cesario and Judge Jane Craney, the NAWJ National Board of Directors, past presidents and national membership, and women judges from across Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and other Midwestern states, as well as bar leaders,  general counsel and law deans from across the region.
Representing state, federal, trial, military and administrative law judges in every state and territory, NAWJ serves as the leading national voice for women judges dedicated to advancing women in the judiciary, preserving judicial independence and ensuring equal justice and access to the courts for women, minorities and other historically disenfranchised groups. 

For further information prior to your receipt of our formal invitation, please contact our Chief Operating Officer, Jeff Groton, at jgroton@nawj.org, 202.393-0222, ext. 12, or our Executive Director Drucilla Ramey, dstender77@aol.com, 917.301-7473.
We look forward to seeing you in Chicago this August for our outstanding Conference.


Sincerely,
Justice Fernande Duffly

President

"Keeping The Promise………"

NAWJ 30th Annual Conference – October 15-19, 2008

Have You Made Your Hotel Reservation?
Lodging

Rooms at the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront have been guaranteed at the single rate of $163.00 (city view) or $183.00 (water view) plus tax, single or double occupancy.  For reservations, call 1-800-228-9290 and state that you are with the National Association of Women Judges. Reservations must be made on or before September 26, 2008, to guarantee the conference rate (subject to availability). 
You can register for the conference on-line at www.nawj.org
Hon. Ellen F. Rosenblum, NAWJ 2008 Annual Conference Chair and Oregon Court of Appeals Judge, Announced ABA’s 2008 Nelson Award Winner
The 2008 Nelson Award will honor Judge Ellen F. Rosenblum, judge on Oregon’s Court of Appeals and this year’s Annual Conference chair. The American Bar Association notes that Judge Rosenblum joined its organization in 1975 and was first elected to the ABA House of Delegates in 1988, marking 20 years service. Over the course of her service Judge Rosenblum participated and led numerous committee and sections within the ABA. Presently she is Chair of the Special Committee on Bioethics and Law; Judicial Division representative to the World Justice Commission; Section of State and Local Government Law council member; and Diversity Committee member of Tort, Trial and Insurance Section. She has helped plan and organize the Government and Public Sector Lawyers Division’s 2007 Fall Meeting in Portland, Oregon, serving as moderator of an ethics panel.

The Nelson Award was established as a tribute to the late L. Clair Nelson, who served as a Council member of the Government and Public Sector Lawyers Division. He contributed his loyalty, time and extraordinary talent to American Bar Association activities and held numerous leadership positions within the ABA. The Award recognizes outstanding contributions to the ABA by a government or public sector lawyer, and all government and public sector lawyers are eligible nominees. The Division considers an individual's specific extraordinary accomplishments as well as sustained superior contributions to the ABA over a number of years. 

The Government and Public Sector Lawyers Division's mission is to serve the nation’s public lawyers. By promoting integrity and excellence among public advocates, providing meaningful services not obtainable elsewhere, and by highlighting the extraordinary work of public lawyers, the Division works to enhance the position of public lawyers and create camaraderie and pride within the public sector. The Division is dedicated to providing representation within the ABA for government and public sector lawyers who make up one eighth of the legal profession.
Massachusetts’ Legal Community Comes Out for NAWJ’s Northeastern Leadership Conference

Over 400 people attended the National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) Northeastern Leadership Conference and Midyear Meeting weekend of events April 11- 13, 2008 in Boston.  Highlighting the Conference was Keynote Luncheon Speaker Jeffrey Toobin, CNN commentator and New Yorker staff writer, delivering a captivating précis of his current bestseller The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court. The Luncheon took place in the luxurious Cityview Room in the World Trade Center, overlooking a magnificent view of the Boston harbor.
Following Mr. Toobin’s remarks a panel on the always hot topic of court-press, press-court relations entitled The First Amendment and the High Profile Case and moderated by the engaging NewsCenter 5 TV reporter Amalia Barreda, featured the informed and provocative views of Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley, the Hon. Gordon Doerfer, President-Elect of the American Judicature Society; U.S. District Judge Nancy Gertner,  Joan Kenney, Public Information Officer of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court; and Joan Lukey, a nationally prominent litigator and partner at WilmerHale. Judging by the range of views of the panelist, and questions and remarks by audience members and press representative, moderator Barreda alike, while recognition was paid to the importance of the role of judges and the independence of the courts and judicial processes, most everyone recognized the need for mature communications developments between the press and the courts that will improve not only knowledge of the facts of the case, but also help the public understand what issues the courts set out to address and did or could not with judgments on the case.

Presiding over the Conference, Massachusetts Court of Appeals Justice Fernande Duffly, NAWJ’s first Asian American President “was delighted to have presented this wonderful Conference here in this beautiful and historically rich City of Boston,” “and to have welcomed judges from across the Northeast, as well as our National Board of Directors and the distinguished Co-Chairs of our Friends Committee, Lena Goldberg and Alice Richmond who reached out and brought in an extraordinarily broad cross-section of our legal community with support of all kinds.

Honoring the first woman to serve on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, Justice (Retired) Ruth Abrams in the setting of the beautiful Social Law Library in the Adams Courthouse, President Duffly proudly awarded a Certificate of Ruth I. Abrams Scholarship to Suffolk University Law School student Matilda Ingabire Mutanguha in recognition of her meaningful work done to advance the understanding of challenges faced by women lawyers and jurists in the legal profession.

The Ruth I. Abrams Endowment for Women and the Law of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Historical Society, an educational trust managed by the Social Law Library presented Ms. Mutanguha with a check of five thousand dollars.

Conference attendees also took advantage of the opportunity for evening social engagement at the historic Parkman House on Beacon Hill, and a breakfast toast to Massachusetts Chief Justice Margaret Marshall at Jurys Hotel.

To view photos from the Conference go to website:  http://www.hydren.net/common/index.php?com=DEMO&div=AA&nav=AA&page=A91
GREAT MOTHER’S DAY GIFT IDEA

 This year you can give a Mother's Day gift that makes your Mom feel good while it does good. Please donate $20 to the Storybook Project. In return, the Project will send your mother or a mother you would like to honor a Mother's Day card letting her know that a donation has been made in her honor!  This amount enables a child whose mother is in prison to receive a new book and a CD of his or her mother reading that book and sending her love. 
Please make all checks payable to "NAWJ-The Storybook Project". Your donation is fully tax deductible as the National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) is a 501(c)(3) charitable and educational non-profit association. The NAWJ tax identification number is 52-1185005.
Please send all donations along with your mother's name and address to: Heather Hostetter, Strickler, Sachitano & Hatfield, P.A., 4550 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 900N, Bethesda, Maryland 20814; or, you can call Heather at (301) 657-8805 if you have questions.
 On behalf of the Storybook Project, Thank You!

The Storybook Project is designed to bring inmate mothers and children together through books and stories in order to offset the damaging impact that a prolonged separation can cause. Studies have shown that imprisonment of the primary caregiver exposes children to emotional, social, and economic stresses. The Storybook Project hopes to lessen the impact of a mother’s prison sentence on children by giving them the opportunity to sing a lullaby or leave a short personal message for her child at the end of the CD. For many children, it is the first time they have received a book as a present. The wonderful thing about this project is that children can play the CD and hear their absent mother’s voice when they are feeling sad or lonely. They can hear their mother tell them over and over again that she loves them and misses them. It’s one way for inmate mothers to stay in touch with their children. In addition, the Project helps to promote and develop the reading skills of the mothers. 
NAWJ Co-Sponsors First Annual Conference 
“Positioning Law Firms for Long-Term Success:
New Strategies for Advancing Women Lawyers”

With the Project for Attorney Retention 
May 15, 2008
George Washington University

Marvin Center, Third Floor Ballroom
800 21st Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
Despite best intentions and a variety of women's initiatives, legal employers are still having a difficult time retaining and promoting women lawyers. This conference will provide legal employers with innovative, proven strategies for advancing women lawyers and, ultimately, strengthening their organizations for the future.
Project for Attorney Retention is an initiative of the Center for WorkLife Law at the University of California Hastings College of the Law (formerly the Program on Gender, Work and Family at American University Washington College of Law).  It is funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and other grantors, and supported by the Women's Bar Association of the District of Columbia.

For more information go to PAR’s website www.pardc.org, send email to conference@ pardc.org or call (415) 565-4640.  Conference fees are $149 per person. Please make checks payable to UC Hastings College of the Law. UC Hastings College of the Law, 200 McAllister Street, San Francisco, CA 94102.
The National Center for State Courts is Seeking Nominations for the William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence

Dear Friend and Supporter of the National Center for State Courts:

It is my pleasure to invite nominations for the NCSC’s William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence.  One of the nation’s highest judicial honors, this prestigious award recognizes a state court judge who demonstrates the outstanding qualities of judicial excellence exemplified by the late Chief Justice Rehnquist.  Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. will present the award at a dinner to be held at the United States Supreme Court on November 20, 2008.

A brochure describing the award, nomination process, and criteria is enclosed.  Nominating a candidate for the award is an excellent means of expressing appreciation to those who have served so well and have set an example worthy of recognition and emulation.  Please submit your nominations by Friday, May 23, 2008.
Please submit nominations to:

Stacey Smith, National Center for State Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147

(757) 259-1816 / Fax (757) 564-2067, ssmith@ncsc.org

NAWJ President Fernande Duffly Keynote Speaker 

at The Legal Intelligencer’s Philadelphia

Women in the Profession Honorary Luncheon

Friday June 13, 2008

The Independence Ballroom

Philadelphia Marriott Downtown
In a first-time Special Awards Luncheon NAWJ joins with The Legal Intelligencer to honor Pennsylvania’s Top Women in Law. 

All legal professionals are invited to attend this historic event. Single attendees may purchase tickets for $55.00. Tables of ten are available for $500.00. To purchase tickets call 215-557-2392 or email lehrlich@alm.com.

Edna Parker Award Dinner to Honor Arline Pacht

June 25, 2008

Cosmos Club

Washington, D.C.

In honor of this year’s Edna Parker Award winner the Honorable Arline Pacht. A longtime member of NAWJ Arline Pacht attended George Washington University School of Law. Afterwards, she joined the Washington, DC Public Defender Service representing persons accused of crimes ranging from minor misdemeanors to major felonies in the District of Columbia Superior Court and U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. Judge Pacht also served as a supervisory attorney in the General Counsel's Office for Civil Rights with the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare and as an administrative law judge (ALJ) with the U.S. Department of Labor and later at the National Labor Relations Board. Judge Pacht retired from the NLRB in 1998 to serve as the Executive Director of the IAWJ. As founding President and then Executive Director, she designed and developed a number of projects including the organization's pioneering human rights educational program for judges. She retired as Director on July 1, 2002, but continued to serve as editor of the organization's newsletter, Counterbalance International and is on the Association's Board of Managerial Trustees. Judge Pacht also is an active member of the U.S. National Association of Women Judges. The IAWJ honored her with its Human Rights Award at its Dublin, Ireland Conference in 2000.
Tickets may be purchased for $75.00.
For more information contact: District Four Director Judge Cathy Hollenberg Serrette, 7th Judicial Circuit, M1428, Upper Marlboro, Md. 20772. (301) 952-3132.
NAWJ Purchases a Table for the 18th Annual Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Awards Luncheon, August 10, New York City
Tickets are $150.00 and VERY limited. Contact Jeff at jgroton@nawj.org to reserve your ticket.
The Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Award, established by the ABA Commission on Women in the Profession in 1991, recognizes and celebrates the accomplishments of women lawyers who have excelled in their field and have paved the way to success for other women lawyers.

2008 Luncheon - Sunday, August 10th - 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers (Metropolitan Ballroom) in New York, New York (ABA Annual Meeting)

2008 Honorees:

Hon. Ruth Cooper Burg, Judge (Retired), Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals, pioneering jurist/leader in public contract law, and active mediator/arbitrator; in Washington, DC

Roberta Karmel, Centennial Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School and first woman appointed to the Securities and Exchange Commission; in New York, NY

Colonel Linda Strite Murnane, USAF (Retired), Senior Legal Officer, International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and advocate for advancement of women in the law and in the military; in The Hague, The Netherlands

Mary Jo White, Partner, Debevoise & Plimpton, LLP and first woman U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York; in New York, NY

Hon. Ann Claire Williams, Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and first African-American to serve on the Seventh Circuit; in Chicago, IL 

Special Award: Sarah Weddington, Adjunct Professor, University of Texas at Austin, women's rights advocate, and founder, The Weddington Center; in Austin, TX

NAWJ Purchases a Table for the Thurgood Marshall Reception and Dinner, August 9.
The Thurgood Marshall Reception and Dinner to be held at the ABA Annual Conference, on the evening of Saturday, August 9th, at which U.S. District Judge Nancy Gertner, Co-chair  of our Federal Courts Committee, and speaker at our recent Boston conference, will receive the Thurgood Marshall Award, as the second woman (after Justice Ginsburg) ever to receive this distinguished award.  

Tickets are $180.00 and VERY limited. Contact Jeff at jgroton@nawj.org to reserve your ticket.
NAWJ Resource Board Member and Long Time NAWJ Supporter, Bob Kaufman, news!

Bob has been appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Service to serve on the Presidential Advisory Council on HHIV/AIDS for a four-year term.

The Council, which is made up of no more than 21 members, includes leading, clinicians, researchers, activists and representatives from the legal and business communities. Its function is to provide advice, information, and recommendations to the Secretary regarding programs and policies intended to promote effective prevention of HIV and to advance research on HIV and AIDS.
Call for Counterbalance Submissions

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of NAWJ’s newsletter Counterbalance is June 1, 2008. Look for the Summer issue around the middle of July, 2008.

If you have articles, announcements, or events that you would like to share please send them to Lavinia Cousin at lcousin@nawj.org. When submitting articles for review, please consider a few helpful guidelines:

· E-mail documents are preferred. You may attach either a Word or WordPerfect document, or include the text in the body of your e-mail. You may attach photos along with the document to ensure I receive your entire submission package. See guidance on photos below. 

· When sending submissions, please include “For Counterbalance” in the subject line. If you have an idea where you’d like your submission placed (District News, Awards & Recognition, etc.), please feel free to let us know. 

· Please submit a complete article. If you have information from some other source (article, newsletter, Web site, etc.) that you want included, please place that information in your article rather than making reference to it. 

· If you have photos you would like to accompany your submission, please attach the photo files (.JPG, .GIF, .BMP, etc.) and include a caption in the body of the e-mail (e.g., image1.jpg – Judge Jane Doe presents award to John Doe). Please do not insert photos into your articles. If you must send a PDF document from which you would like me to extract a photo(s), please indicate which photo(s). Please remember that the higher the quality of the image (directly from a camera or scanner), the better the print quality. 

· Copyright restrictions do apply even though we are a non-profit organization. Unfortunately, NAWJ cannot reproduce articles from newspapers or Web sites unless you own the rights or have been granted reprint permission. If you just want to include a summary from the source, please write and submit it as you would an article you had written yourself. 

If you have any questions or problems getting something to Lavinia please don’t hesitate to call (202.393-0222) or e-mail lcousin@nawj.org) [image: image1.png]









