A Message from NAWJ’s President

Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly

Dear NAWJ Members,

It is my great pleasure to briefly note a few of the highlights of my initial, and wonderful, months as NAWJ’s 2007-08 President.  

First, I am committed to traveling wherever I can to heighten NAWJ’s visibility and work collaboratively with organizations equally committed to a fair and diverse justice system. In that vein, I will be attending the upcoming January  mid-year meeting of the Conference of Chief Justices in Williamsburg, VA , where I will plan to meet with women judges (many already members of NAWJ) to talk about our organization and to solicit their participation in our meetings with the Congressional Caucus on Women’s Issues.  While in Virginia, I plan to meet with NAWJ members there.  I plan to be at the ABA mid year in Los Angeles in February, to meet with members of the Commission on Racial & Ethnic Diversity in the Profession, the Commission on Women in the Profession and the Judicial Division, as well as local NAWJ members.  Also, on February 19, I travel to Chicago, in connection with the upcoming Midwestern Regional Conference discussed below.  We have formed a Friends Committee and a Judges Planning Committee and I will be meeting with both.  If you are interested in becoming involved in the planning of this event, please contact me or members of the committee.

 I am especially pleased to report that, following a wonderful meeting in Sacramento CA in November (my first official trip as NAWJ's president), NAWJ will soon be able to publish on our web site up-to-date statistics tracking state and federal women judges (including, hopefully in the near future, Administrative Law Judges) at every level of the judiciary in all 50 states.   

As detailed elsewhere in this Update, we are also well on the road to presenting three fabulous Conferences this year.  The first of these, our Midyear Meeting and Northeastern Leadership Conference, is scheduled for April 11-12th in my hometown of Boston, MA.   Highlighted by a Keynote Address by Jeffrey Toobin (The Nine), a bench/bar/media discussion of The First Amendment and the High Profile Case, and a Chiefs Breakfast honoring Chief Justice Margaret Marshall of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, the Conference has engendered an extraordinary outpouring of support not only from my hard-working Judicial Committee, but also from the greater New England legal community, led by an indefatigable 75-member (and growing) Friends Committee.  An event-packed agenda and New England hospitality awaits our Board of Directors and all of you!  

We are thrilled that our second major event, the Midwestern Regional Conference--to be held in Chicago, IL on August 27th -28th--will center on remarks by our great friend and exemplar, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and the inaugural award of the Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholarship.  The already rich agenda includes a presentation by best-selling author Scott Turow and multifaceted programming now being developed by Judges Jane Craney, Cheryl Cesario and Sophia Hall and the Committee.

Lastly, I’m very pleased to announce that New York Times Supreme Court reporter Linda Greenhouse will keynote our National Conference, to be held in Portland, OR, October 15th -19th, and Chaired by Justice Ellen Rosenblum.  

The heart’s blood of NAWJ is, of course, our members, and I look forward to working with as many of you as possible this year, as I travel  to  many of our Districts across the country  to learn hear from you and respond to your ideas and concerns.

Nan Duffly
National Association of Women Judges

Midyear and Northeastern Leadership Conference

Boston, MA

April 11-13, 2008

Host Hotel: Jurys Boston Hotel 

350 Stuart Street, Back Bay, Boston

Group Name:  NAWJ

Group Rate: $235.00

Tel: (617) 266-7200

Highlights:

Keynote Speaker: 
Jeffrey Toobin - CNN commentator and Author, The Nine

Panel: The First Amendment and the High Profile Case

Speakers: 
U.S. District Judge Nancy Gertner 

Joan Lukey, Esq. WilmerHale

Attorney General Martha Coakley

Joan Kenney, Public Information Officer, MA Court System, Pres., Conference of Court Public Information Officers

Media representative(s) TBA
Gala Reception at the Adams Courthouse
Presentation of Justice Ruth Abrams Scholarship by NAWJ President, Hon. Fernande R.V. Duffly
NAWJ Board Meeting
Joint Luncheon Meeting of the NAWJ Board/NAWJ Resource Board
Chief Justices Continental Breakfast - Honoring Hon. Margaret H. Marshall, Chief Justice, Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, President-Elect, Conference of Chief Justices 

Keep an eye out for Conference Registration Materials in the mail.
New Jersey State Bar Association (NJSBA) Bankruptcy Law Section, New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, and the National Association of Women Judges present:

The Bankruptcy Card and How to Play It:

A Guide for Non Bankruptcy Judges and Practioners
Wednesday, January 30, 2008
Location: New Jersey Law Center,

One Constitution Square, New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Credits: PAS/3.5 Hours, NYP/4.5 Hours, CPE/ 4.0 Hours
Fees: $145 National Association of Women Judges members

$155 New Jersey State Bar Association members

$189 Regular

$209 Door registration
Contact: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education

 For more detail: http://www.njicle.com/seminar.aspx?sid=383
Featuring:
Honorable Rosemary Gambardella, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, District of New Jersey, 
Honorable Nancy Sivilli, JSC., Essex County Superior Court, New Jersey

Richard D. Trenk, Esq., Trenk DiPasquale Webster DellaFera & Sodono, P.C.

Diane E. Vuocolo, Esq., Chair, NJSBA Bankruptcy Law Section, Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Topics:

• A review of the recent publication The Bankruptcy Card and How to Play It
• How to analyze bankruptcy matters

• How to proceed through jurisdictional and other issues

• The Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 (BAPCPA), and more!.
New York Chapter of NAWJ

Annual Meeting
Date: Saturday, February 2, 2008

Time 10:30 AM

Location: Marriott Marquis Hotel

1535 Broadway, 4th floor Odets Room, New York New York
Contact: Hon. La Tia Martin, Westchester County Supreme Court, NAWJ President-Elect
NAWJ Members Making a Difference
The Honorable Karla Moskowitz

GOVERNOR SPITZER APPOINTS THE HONORABLE ROLANDO T. ACOSTA AND THE HONORABLE KARLA MOSKOWITZ TO FILL APPELLATE DIVISION VACANCIES IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Governor Eliot Spitzer today announced that he will appoint Justice Rolando T. Acosta and Justice Karla Moskowitz to fill two vacancies in the Appellate Division, First Judicial Department. 

“Justice Acosta and Justice Moskowitz are superb lawyers and jurists who have been universally acclaimed by their colleagues,” said Governor Spitzer. “Their hard work, intellect and wealth of legal and judicial experience will be a tremendous asset to the First Department.”

The Honorable Linda Strite Murnane

The Honorable Linda Strite Murnane, currently serving on the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, has been appointed Chair of the ABA National Conference of Specialized Court Judges[image: image1.png]



