In This February 2009 Issue
• NAWJ Welcomes new Executive Director Marie E. Komisar
• ABA Makes Calls for its Judicial Mentor Program
• NAWJ Co-Sponsors ‘The Psychology of Ordinary Prejudice’ with the ABA
• NAWJ Hosts Group to Meet at Pennsylvania State Trial Judges Midyear

• International Women’s Day Receptions in New York City
• New Jersey Women Lawyers Host Women’s Initiative and Law Awards Gala
• UPDATED NAWJ Midyear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership Conference 
• NAWJ 2009 Annual Conference: “Justice on the River, Navigating Change"
• NAWJ District Nine Conference, St. Louis, Missouri
• UPDATE to IAWJ’S 10th Biennial Conference in 2010 in Seoul, Korea
• Submit Local Activities for the NAWJ Calendar
Greetings from the President,

On January 20 2009 I had the opportunity to attend the inauguration of the President of the United States of America Barak Obama and it was truly an awesome experience. I was among the millions in attendance who were mesmerized by the entire ceremony and able to share in the making of a historical event. To be present at that moment when the oath of office was administered was a joyous and memorable occasion.  I am confident that NAWJ will be a voice heard by the new administration and look forward to meaningful communications between us. 
I am pleased to announce and introduce our new Executive Director Marie Komisar who began her employment with NAWJ this month. She has more than 25 years of managerial experience and has already begun working on several NAWJ projects. The members of the search committee as well as the executive committee members were extremely impressed with her accomplishments. I ask that you join with me and welcome her to our organization. I am sure that you will hear from her in the very near future.
I strongly encourage you to make reservations as soon as possible for the Midyear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership to be held in Atlanta, Georgia April 3-5, 2009 at the Intercontinental Hotel in the Buckhead area. It will be a wonderful and exciting event with options to visit local attractions such as the Georgia Aquarium, High Museum and King Center, and I look forward to seeing you there. 

La Tia W. Martin
NAWJ President
From Marie Komisar,

I feel privileged and honored to begin my tenure as the Executive Director of the National Association of Women Judges and I am fortunate to start this position at a time when gender fairness issues and equal justice and access to the courts for women, minorities and other historically disfavored groups have our nation’s attention.  I approach this position with great enthusiasm and a strong commitment to the mission and ideals of NAWJ.

My educational background includes an undergraduate degree in Communications from Marist College, a Paralegal Degree also from Marist College, and a Masters in Public Administration from the Wagner School at New York University.  My husband Jerry and I reside in Reston, Virginia and are the proud parents of 3 adult children and 6 grandchildren.

Marie Komisar

Executive Director

Improve Diversity, Be a Mentor 

In an effort to improve diversity on the bench and encourage minority lawyers to seek and achieve judicial office, the Judicial Division of the ABA has initiated a Judicial Mentor Program. The program will match minority lawyers with judges in the area of the judiciary in which the lawyers have an interest. 
ABA membership is not required for participation. Judges in all courts are invited to register online at http://www.abanet.org/jd/ under the Judicial Mentor Program. 
Contact Gilda Fairley at 800-238-2667, x 5705 or Hon. Leslie Miller, 520-740-4470.

District Ten to Mount Color of Justice Program 

On February 19th, 2009 from 9:30 am -1:30 pm District Ten will hold a Color of Justice Program event in the Eidman Courtroom on the campus of the University of Texas Law School in Austin.

In coordination with the University of Texas Law School in outreach to encourage minority students to consider the law and judgeships as career goals, a Judges Panel will include: Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson, Judge Orlinda Naranjo (Civil District), Judge Brenda Kennedy (Criminal District) and Judge Carlos Berrera (Criminal County Court); along with a Lawyers Panel to include Nikelle Meade, Geronimo Rodriguez and Demetrius McDaniel, including a law professor.  

Contact NAWJ District Director Judge Marisela Saldana, 148th District Court, mgsaldana@aol.com, Phone: +1 (361) 888-0333 for more information.
NAWJ Meeting at the Pennsylvania Trial Judges Conference 

There will be a NAWJ meeting at the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges Mid-Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh at the Omni William Penn Hotel on February 21st at 8AM.
For non- PCSTJ members price is $25. All NAWJ members and nonmembers are invited to attend. 
Contact NAWJ District 3 Director Judge Stephanie Domitrovich, Erie County Courthouse, Room 223, 140 West 6th Street, Erie, PA  16501. Phone: 814-451-6230. Fax: 814-451-7434. Email: sdomitrovich@eriecountygov.org.

International Women’s Day Celebrations
Honoring International Judges

and the 53rd U.N. Commission on the Status of Women

March 5th in New York City

Thursday March 5, 2009

A reception program where international judges will speak on this year’s U.N. theme “The Equal Sharing of Responsibilities between Women and Men, Including Care giving in the Context of HIV/AIDS.”
Time of reception:
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location of reception:
New York City Bar Association
Hughes Room
42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036

Co-sponsoring Organizations:
National Association of Women Judges and its District 2 and District 3 Chapters

Cyrus Vance Center & Council on Judicial Administration, New York City Bar Association

New York State Bar Association and its Judicial Section

Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association

New York County Lawyers Association and its Women’s Rights Committee

New York Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges

 (sponsor list in formation)
RSVP for Thursday reception: No admission charge, but space is limited and will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. Please register online at www.nycbar.org
New Jersey Women Lawyers Association 

presents

2009 Women’s Initiative and Leaders in Law Awards Gala 


The New Jersey Women’s Lawyers Association will hold its 2009 Women’s Initiative and Leaders in Law (“WILL”) Platinum Awards Gala April 2, 2009 at The Palace at Somerset Park in Somerset, New Jersey from 6:30 pm -10:30 pm. The Gala will afford the New Jersey Women Lawyers’ Association opportunity to honor talented women in the legal profession who have made exceptional individual achievements, exhibited a commitment to the development of the legal profession, and made significant contributions toward resolving gender equity challenges and other issues unique to women.  In addition, this year, NJWLA will honor a male who has contributed significantly to the advancement and retention of women in the legal profession.  Law school scholarships will also be awarded.  Contact: Mary Raugh, Executive Director of New Jersey Women Lawyers, (973) 820 -1171.

NAWJ Midyear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership Conference in Atlanta Georgia, April 3-5, 2009
This year’s Mid Year Meeting will take place at the Intercontinental Buckhead in Atlanta, Georgia.  The 2009 Midyear Meeting will include complementary programs in its Southeastern Leadership Conference.  Hotel rates are $179.00 per night and you may reserve accommodations by calling 1-877-422-8254. Identify our group name NAWJ to receive the Conference rate.  Mark your calendars and keep an eye out for even more detail in your mailbox and Inbox.
Preliminary Schedule

Friday Luncheon


Intercontinental Buckhead
Keynote Speaker is Hon. Glenda Hatchett, Retired Chief Presiding Judge, Fulton

County, Georgia Juvenile Court, host of syndicated show “Judge Hatchett.”

Friday Afternoon Panel - Family Law
Intercontinental Buckhead
Chaired by Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears, Georgia Supreme Court, and Leah K. Givan, Coordinator of the Commission on Children, Marriage and Family Law

Friday Evening Reception
The Offices of Nelson Mullins
Sponsored by Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Saturday Breakfast
Intercontinental Buckhead
Saturday Board Meeting








Intercontinental Buckhead
Saturday Afternoon 

Visits to local Atlanta attractions 

High Museum, Georgia Aquarium

Saturday Evening Judicial Reception  

The home of Georgia Supreme Court Presiding Justice Carol Hunstein.  

Sunday Farewell Breakfast
Intercontinental Buckhead
District Nine Conference
St. Louis, Missouri
District Nine will hosts its district conference in St. Louis, Missouri at the Frontenac Hilton Hotel on April 17-19, 2009.  The theme of the conference is "Emerging Issues in the Judiciary."  The conference will open with a Friday evening reception.  Panel presentations and discussions will be held on Saturday with a guest luncheon speaker.  There will be a Saturday night dinner and a farewell brunch on Sunday.  Please contact Judge Brenda Stith Loftin, past president of NAWJ, for further information.

Save the date cards will be sent to the district nine membership during the month of February.  District Nine includes Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin.
NAWJ’s 2009 Annual Conference to be held October 15-18

The Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee   
Reservations are now being accepted at The Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee for this year’s Annual Conference: “Justice on the River, Navigating Change."

Hotel rates are $199.00 per night and you may reserve accommodations by calling 1-800-PEABODY (Press 2) and identify our group name National Association of Women Judges.  The NAWJ room block is limited and the rate is subject to availability. Don’t wait too late.
The International Association of Women Judges

10th Biennial Conference

May 11-15, 2010 in Seoul, Korea   

NEW DATES: IAWJ’s announces new dates for its next Biennial Conference to take place May 11-15, 2010 in Seoul, Korea.  Look for more information about the conference, jointly convened by the IAWJ and its Korea Chapter, on the IAWJ’s website www.iawj.org. 

Keep NAWJ Up-to-Date on Your Local Activities!
If you would like to post events on the NAWJ Web calendar please send an e-mail with “NAWJ Calendar Submission” in the subject line to lcousin@nawj.org and include the following information (in this format) in the body of that e-mail—

Event date: 
Event time: 
Event title: 
Event description: 
Contact: 
Location: 

You may attach flyers or registration forms to be posted along with your event. Thank you for your help.
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