NAWJ Announce 2007-08 Board of Directors

Executive Committee:

Hon. Fernande R.V. Duffly, President
Appeals Court of Massachusetts

Hon. La Tia W. Martin, President-Elect and Resource Board Co-Liaison

Westchester County Supreme Court, New York

Hon. Sheri S. Roman Vice President - Publications
Queens County Supreme Court, New York

Hon. Sarah Sharer Curley, Vice President - Districts
United States Bankruptcy Court, Arizona

Hon. Joan V. Churchill, Secretary
Immigration Judge, Retired, Maryland

Hon. Laura L. Jacobson, Treasurer
Kings County Supreme Court, New York

Hon. Brenda Stith Loftin, Immediate Past President
St. Louis County Circuit Court, Missouri

Hon. Dana Fabe, Projects Committee Chair
Supreme Court of Alaska

Hon. Barbara A. Madsen, Finance Committee Chair
Washington State Supreme Court

Hon. Marjorie Laird Carter, Policy Development Advisory Committee Chair
Orange County Superior Court, California

Hon. Sandra Thompson, Resource Board Co-Liason
Los Angeles Superior Court, California

Directors:
Hon. Amy L. Nechtem, District 1 (ME, MA, NH, PR, RI)
Lynn Juvenile Court, Massachusetts

Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler Co-Director, District 2 (CT, NY, VT)
Appellate Term of the Supreme Court, First Judicial Department, New York
Hon. Barbara Leak, Co-Director
White Plains City Court

Hon. Sue Pai Yang, District 3 (DE, NJ, PA, Virgin Islands)
New Jersey Workers' Compensation Court

Hon. Cathy Hollenberg Serrette, District 4 (DC, MD, VA)

Prince George's County Circuit Court, Maryland

Hon. Diana S. Eagon, District 5 (FL, GA, NC, SC)
Hennepin County District Court (Ret), Florida
Hon. Rosemary Ledet, District 6 (AL, LA, MS, TN)
Civil District Court, New Orleans, Louisiana

Hon. Shelia R. Johnson, District 7 (MI, OH, WV)
46th District Court, Southfield, Michigan

Hon. Patricia A. Riley, District 8 (IL, IN, KY)
Indiana Court of Appeals

Hon. Ellen Levy-Siwak, District 9 (IA, MO, WI)
St. Louis County Circuit Court, Missouri

Hon. Carol A. Beier, District 10 (KS, MN, NE, ND, SD)
Kansas Supreme Court

Hon. Elisabeth Ashlea Earle, District 11 (AR, OK, TX)
County Court at Law #7, Austin, Texas
District 12 (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)

Vacant
Hon. Julie Elizabeth Frantz, District 13 (AK, HI, ID, MT, WA, OR)
Multnomah County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon

Hon. Cecilia Castellanos, District 14 (CA, NV)
Alameda County Superior Court, California

Hon. Carolyn Engel Temin, International Director
Court of Common Pleas, 1st Judicial District, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Hon. Cara T. Neville, ABA Delegate
4th Judicial District Court, Minnesota

NAWJ 29th Annual Conference Great Success

The National Association of Women Judges hosted over 350 members, sponsors, speakers and guests, including over 40 judges from Argentina, Canada, Bosnia, Egypt, Ireland, Nepal, Korea, Nigeria, Taiwan, England and Ukraine at its “We the People” 29th Annual Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania November 7-11 at the Four Seasons Hotel, with events at the National Constitution Center, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, and featuring a gala Keynote Luncheon at the Park Hyatt at the Bellevue. 

Chairs Judge Norma L. Shapiro and NAWJ past-president Judge Carolyn Engel Temin, two longtime NAWJ leaders with deep roots in the Philadelphia and held in the highest regard among its legal community, welcomed all to a joyful time of exchange, camaraderie, learning and challenge, with a program reflective of the changes that have taken place in the world, the nation and in NAWJ over the years. The magnificent Philadelphia Friends Committee, co-chaired by Bobbie Liebenberg and Stephanie Resnick, did a brilliant job in securing the generous support of seemingly the entire Philadelphia legal community.  

Extraordinarily high quality panels and speeches addressed issues including the breadth of the Constitution’s guarantees, Separation of Powers, the Roberts Court, the Innocence Project, Immigration, Gender and Sexuality Law, The Public Perception of Women Judges, challenges facing new judges, and  International Justice for Women. 
Distinguished guests and panel leaders over the four days included Luncheon Keynote Speaker Judith Rodin, President of the Rockefeller Foundation; Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell; Pennsylvania Chief Justice Ralph J. Cappy; Harvard Law Professor Charles Ogletree; Third Circuit Judge Marjorie Rendell; Tenth Circuit Chief Judge Deanell Tacha; author Lisa Scottline; Professor Penny White; Stanford Law Professor Pamela Carlin;  Innocence Project Executive Director Maddy de Lone; journalist Marciarose Shestack; Brooklyn Law School Professor (and longtime NAWJ activist Elizabeth M. Schneider of Brooklyn Law School; and Judge Leslie Alden, President-Elect of our sister organization, the International Association of Women Judges.  We were also greatly honored by the presence of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg at the Friday night Gala Reception.  
The Annual NAWJ Business Meeting saw the election and installation of President Fernande Duffly and the 2007-08 Officers and the passing of two resolutions (see later in this Update.) This year’s Silent Auction raised $7,500.

The Four Season’s beautiful Ballroom provided the perfect setting for the year’s NAWJ Awards Banquet. Judge Temin was awarded the Justice Joan Dempsey Klein Honoree of the Year; the Florence K. Murray Award was presented to longtime and generous NAWJ supporters LexisNexis© and Morrison & Foerster LLP; the Mattie Belle Davis Award was awarded to the Honorable Sandra Farragut-Hemphill, and the newly inaugurated Justice Vaino Spencer Leadership Award was awarded to NAWJ officer Bankruptcy Judge Sarah Sharer Curley (see later Update entry for detail.)
J.G. Wentworth Keeps with Tradition and Donates the 29th Annual Conference Bags!

Thank you J.G. Wentworth, the Bags were a huge hit among all attendees.

NAWJ Announce its 2007 Award Recipients

JUSTICE JOAN DEMPSEY KLEIN HONOREE OF THE YEAR

Honorable Carolyn Engel Temin

Judge Carolyn Engel Temin is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania (BFA 1955) and University of Pennsylvania Law School (JD 1958). She began her career as the first woman to be hired on the staff of the Defender Association of Philadelphia and later served as Chief Counsel to the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole, and as an Assistant District Attorney. She was elected to the bench of the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County (the court of general jurisdiction) in 1983, retained for a second ten year term in 1993 and a third term in 2003. She has served in both the civil and criminal divisions of the court and from 1994 to 1999 she served as Chief Criminal Calendar Judge.  In 1992 Judge Temin became the first woman to be elected President of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. She is the principal author of the Pennsylvania Benchbook for Criminal Proceedings. This book, which is presently in its third edition, has been distributed to all trial judges in Pennsylvania and is the official Criminal Benchbook of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges. Judge Temin is active in many professional and community organizations, including the National Council on Crime and Delinquency Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Committee on Racial and Gender Bias in the Justice System, Jewish Publication Society, the Philadelphia Arts and Education Partnership, and the American Law Institute. She served as Chair of the National Conference of State Trial Judges of the American Bar Association’s Judicial Division from 2002-2003, and as President of the National Association of Women Judges from 2003-2004.

Judge Temin has served on the faculty of the National Judicial College and has frequently served as a panelist for continuing legal education programs, judicial training sessions, and as a featured speaker at various national symposia and conferences.

Her numerous awards include the President’s Distinguished Service Award from the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges, the Thurgood Marshall Award from the Criminal Justice Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association, an award from the Joseph J. Peters Institute for fifteen years service as President of the Board, The Lifeguard on Duty Award for Justice and Equality from Blacks Networking for Progress, Inc., the Anne X. Alpern Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association Commission on Women in the Profession, and the Honorable Sylvia H. Rambo Award from The Dickinson School of Law.

From September 2004 - November 2005 Judge Temin served on the International Panel of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina; hearing complex organized crime and public corruption cases. She is presently a Senior Judge on the Court of Common Pleas.

Florence K. Murray AwardEES

LexisNexis©

Morrison & Foerster LLP

The Florence K. Murray Award is presented annually by the Association in honor of one of its founding mothers, Justice Florence K. Murray. It is presented to an individual or entity, who, by example or otherwise, has influenced women to pursue legal careers, opened doors for women attorneys, or advanced opportunities for women within the legal profession. We are proud this year to present this award to two extraordinary institutions whose support has been of paramount importance to the National Association of Women Judges and its mission.

LEXISNEXIS - NAWJ is pleased to bestow the Florence K. Murray Award, first, on LexisNexis, Research Partner of NAWJ, who’s Senior Vice President, Government and Academic Markets Business Unit, Catherine Morales, will be accepting this Award on its behalf. From its very earliest days as the revolutionary standard bearer for the use of cutting-edge technology in the law, LexisNexis has devoted enormous resources to the achievement of equality of opportunity for women.

Whether through LexisNexis’ support for legal efforts to end international trafficking of women and children, its recent training of women judges in the Middle East, its invaluable partnerships over many years with NAWJ, the ABA Commission on Women in the Profession and the ABA’s Judicial Division’s award-winning Minority Clerkship Program, to name but a few, or through its support of dozens of diversity initiatives by local, state and international bar associations, or its provision of thousands of hours of pro bono time to a broad panoply of human rights and legal services organizations serving thousands of low-income and marginalized women in this country and abroad, LexisNexis’ support has been instrumental in catalyzing the advancement of women, and minorities, in the legal profession, the judiciary, and the system of justice. 

LexisNexis’ longstanding support of NAWJ reflects its profound commitment to the advancement of women in the legal profession and the judiciary. Since the mid-1980’s, the corporation has supported NAWJ not only through major financial contributions to NAWJ conferences and programs, but also by providing critical hands-on assistance in technology training for member judges, and sharing with NAWJ the extraordinary talents and commitment of its top people. These include Victoria Cashman, Consultant, Government Markets, who has chaired the National Advisory Committee, lead the effort to establish the vitally important Resource Board, participated as faculty in NAWJ conferences, and consistently provided informed and wise counsel; and Matt Cegalis, National Sales Manager, Courts Markets, who has provided technical assistance on NAWJ’s web site and developed a scholarship program essential to landmark programs including “Color of Justice” and innovative initiatives in immigration law.

NAWJ is proud to recognize LexisNexis’ contributions by presentation of the Florence K. Murray Award.

MORRISON & FOERSTER, LLP - NAWJ is proud to present the 2007 Florence K. Murray Award to Morrison & Foerster, LLP, whose support for NAWJ reflects its long and distinguished tradition of commitment to the advancement of women and other historically disadvantaged groups in the legal profession, the judiciary and the system of justice.

Morrison & Foerster’s contributions to NAWJ have included not only the firm’s generous support as NAWJ’s first Landmark Sponsor firm, but also, under the leadership of Chair Keith Wetmore and New York Office Managing Partner Karen Hagberg, the provision of invaluable office space and services for NAWJ’s New York-based Executive Director, which have been central to NAWJ’s growing visibility and interaction with leading women—and men of the practicing bar. At every level, the firm has given most remarkably of its “women power,” including, most prominently, New York partner Jamie Levitt’s service as Co-Chair of NAWJ’s Resource Board.

The first law firm to receive the prestigious Catalyst Award honoring companies that promote the leadership development of their female employees, Morrison & Foerster can consistently be found among national listings of top-ranking firms in areas including women’s leadership, advancement opportunities, work/life balance, mentoring, and diversity. With women currently 19% of its partnership ranks and leaders of many of the firm’s largest offices, major practice areas and administrative positions, Morrison has developed one of the most successful comprehensive flexible work time programs in the nation, with dozens of partners and associates working on flexible schedules. Since 2000, nine women have been elected to the partnership while working in a part-time arrangement, including four in 2007 alone. In 2006, Morrison launched its Women’s Initiative, intended to promote recruitment of women at lateral partner levels, retention of women, and the advancement of women into the partnership. 

Morrison & Foerster’s multi-tiered approach to advancing women in the legal profession has included substantial support of gender-related programs of judicial groups, women’s, and national, state and local bar associations, including firm support for the New York City Bar Committee on Women in the Profession’s production of the documentary, “Trailblazers: Pioneering Women in New York Law.” Morrison & Foerster supports the work of legal services offices across the nation, and provides pro bono representation in hundreds of cases defending the rights of women.

In recognition of its remarkable record of contribution, the firm has been the recipient of prestigious awards from the ABA and numerous other organizations devoted to the advancement of women. On behalf of the women judges of this nation, NAWJ is most pleased to present the Florence K. Murray Award to Morrison & Foerster, LLP.

MATTIE BELLE DAVIS AwardEE

Honorable Sandra Farragut-Hemphill

The Honorable Sandra Farragut-Hemphill currently serves as a Judge of the 21st. Judicial Circuit in St. Louis, Missouri. She is the first African-American to serve on the Circuit Court bench in St. Louis County, Missouri having been appointed in March, 1991.

Prior to joining the bench she was associated with the law firm of Bell Harris, Kirksey & Thomas and was a partner in the firm of Cahill, White & Hemphill. Her legal career also included employment as an Assistant County Counselor for St. Louis County, Missouri and as a staff attorney at Legal Services of Eastern Missouri. Judge Hemphill is committed to the pursuit of legal education and has served as an Adjunct Professor of Law at St. Louis University School of Law and Washington University School of Law. She is also a faculty member for the Missouri State Trial Judges Judicial Education Program.

A major highlight of Judge Hemphill’s career occurred in March 1998 when she was elected President of the Missouri Association of Probate and Associate Circuit Judges. This selection by her peers from throughout the State of Missouri made her the first African American to be elected President of the 83 year old organization.

JUSTICE VAINO SPENCER LEADERSHIP AWARD

Honorable Sarah Sharer Curley

The Honorable Sarah Sharer Curley currently serves as a Bankruptcy Judge in Arizona, having been appointed by the Ninth United States Circuit Court of Appeals, in 2000, to a second, fourteen-year term. During her term as the Chief Judge of the Arizona Bankruptcy Court, from 2001-2005, she implemented strategic planning for the Court, including the transfer of the Court to an “electronic” or “paperless” system, assisted in the opening of a self-help center at the Court for those individuals who wish to proceed without the assistance of counsel, and led the Court group in the renovation of the courthouses in Phoenix and Tucson and the move to commercial space in Prescott Valley. She just finished two terms on the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Education Committee, having served as its Chair in 2003-2004. She is active in the National Association of Women Judges (“NAWJ”), currently serving on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors as Chair of the Finance Committee. She previously served on the NAWJ Board of Directors as a Director (2003-2005) and as Treasurer (2002 - 2003). She received the LexisNexis Scholarship Award (best new project proposal) at the NAWJ 25th Anniversary Convention in October 2003, which led to the electronic and hard-copy publication of the book. The Bankruptcy Card and How to Play It (2005). In 2005-2006, she was selected by the American Bar Association, Judicial Division, to serve as the first Co-Chair of the newly created Bench-Bar Bankruptcy Council and served as the Vice Chair from 2006 to August 2007. On the local level, she just finished a term as President of Soroptimist International of Phoenix, Inc. (2006-2007), which organization is a non-profit chapter of an international organization that has received Non-Governmental Organization status at the United Nations. The organization focuses on the empowerment of women and providing the necessary educational and financial resources to improve the status of women and families on a global scale.

NAWJ Passes Resolutions on Pakistan, Chief Judge Mary Schroeder

At the NAWJ Annual Conference in Philadelphia last month NAWJ passed two resolutions at its Annual Business Meeting.

On the recent overturn of the judiciary in Pakistan:

“And now, on this 1-th day of November, 2007, at the Annual Meeting of the National Association of Women Judges in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Women Judges expresses our admiration and support for the judges and lawyers of Pakistan who stand in defense of the rule of law, the independence of the judiciary, and the human rights of their fellow citizens in opposition to the imposition of the state of emergency.

We call on the President of the United States and the Secretary General of the United Nations to take appropriate peaceful action to restore the rule of law and human rights in Pakistan.”

On the lifework of the Honorable Mary Schroeder and her near retirement:

WHEREAS, Chief Judge Mary Schroeder has served for the past seven years with enormous distinction as Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, the nation’s largest circuit court, and as the first woman to hold that position; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Schroeder’s brilliant body of jurisprudence displays the highest regard for the fundamental principle of equality under the law, including her landmark decision in Hirabayashi vs. United States, holding, 50 years after World War II, that the Japanese internment unconstitutionally “caused needless suffering for thousands of American citizens;” and

WHEREAS, it would be no exaggeration to recognize that through her untiring and brilliant stateswomanship, Chief Judge Schroeder ensured that the Ninth Circuit remained intact in its historical configuration, as one of the most jurisprudentially outstanding, and most effective and technologically advanced federal circuit courts in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Chief Judge Schroeder has, in the course of her extraordinary legal and judicial career served as an exemplar to all the women of this country and her colleagues in the National Association of Women Judges, for whom she has served as its President, indefatigable supporter and dearest friends; and

WHEREAS, Chief Judge Schroeder will shortly be retiring from her position as Chief Judge;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT on this 10th day of November, 2007, at the Annual Meeting of the National Association of Women Judges in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the National Association of Women Judges congratulates and salutes Mary Schroeder for her remarkable service as Chief Judge of the Ninth Circuit and as a national leader of this organization, most warmly thanks her for her leadership and support, and looks forward to enjoying many more years of her judicial leadership and friendship.”

	The Successes of Chief Judge Mary Schroeder of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit: How She Set the Bar High

Article Link



	


http://writ.lp.findlaw.com/commentary/20071204_tobias.html 

Chief Justice Chris Durham Received Award

Chief Justice Chris Durham was awarded the amazingly prestigious William H. Rehnquist Award,  NCSC 's highest award, which was conferred by Chief Justice Roberts, with Justice Ginsburg present as well, at the Supreme Court itself.  The award goes to a state court judge who "exemplifies the highest level of judicial excellence, integrity, fairness and judicial ethics"  
The President and Board of NAWJ requests you save the following dates!

 April 11-13, 2008

NAWJ Midyear and New England Leadership Conference

Boston, MA
Host Hotel: Jurys Boston Hotel 

350 Stuart Street, Back Bay, Boston

Group Name:  NAWJ

Group Rate: $235.00

Tel: (617) 266-7200

Keynote Speaker: Bestselling author Jeffrey Toobin - The Nine

Events are expected to begin mid day on Friday and end mid day on Sunday.

August 28-30, 2008

Mid West Regional Conference

Chicago, IL

Host Hotel: TBD

Featured Speakers Include:  Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court and Scott Turow, National Legal Commentator, Author

Events are expected to begin mid day on Thursday and end with a farewell breakfast on Saturday.
October 15-19, 2008

NAWJ 30th Annual Conference - “Keeping the Promise”

Portland, Oregon

Portland Marriot Downtown Marriott

IAWJ Conference Visa Info CORRECTION from the NAWJ International Director
 In my previous email about the upcoming IAWJ conference in Panama City I told you that the conference committee would arrange visas for anyone who registered before December 31, 2007. I have since learned that this DOES NOT APPLY TO US CITIZENS. US citizens do not require a Visa, they require a Tourist Card. Below are the instructions from the web page of the Panamanian Consulate, (www.conpahouston.com/visas.html) concerning obtaining a tourist card.

1. If you are traveling to Panama, you need to get the Tourist Card at the airport while registering. (I think this means checking in)

2. We recommend that when buying your plane ticket, ask the airline agency it the cards are sold at the airport counter. 

3. The nominal fee for this card is in the amount of $5.00 and allows your stay for thirty (30) days in Panama. 

4. If the airline does not provide a Tourist Card, then you can request a stamped visa through the Panamanian Consulate. This visa is valid for a year and you can enter the country as many times as you want. Each entry is valid for 30 days. 

5. The visa issued is valid for either business or pleasure/tourism. 

N.B.  If you need to get a stamped visa because your airline does not provide tourist cards, the conference committee is only providing Visas for attendees from countries that do not have a Panamanian Consulate. This does not include the US.

 

Sorry for any confusion.

 

Judge Carolyn Engel Temin

Tel.:  215-683-7038

carolyn.temin@courts.phila.gov  
NAWJ Administrative Matters
Please keep an eye out for the following NAWJ Administrative Matters:

Annual Membership Data update:

Each year, NAWJ contacts each member to ensure that all of the data we have on file for you is correct and complete.  This is important since the data is used in the annual Membership Directory.  PLEASE make sure your’s is correct.  Once the information is sent to the printers (last week of Dec) it is impossible to make changes.

NAWJ 2007-2008 Committee Sign-up:

NAWJ’s President, Judge Nan Duffly, is currently finalizing NAWJ Committee Chairs for the various NAWJ Committees. Once that is complete, we will notify you and will send you committee descriptions so that you may join the committees you wish to be involved in.  
Call for Successful Judicial Elections and Re-Elections

Let NAWJ know of women judges who were successful in their election, or successfully re-elected in either contested or uncontested races this past November 6th.  We would appreciate your feedback because we believe it is importance to recognize and congratulate those outstanding women who achieve a seat on the bench through public ‘trial. ’ We want to be as inclusive as possible, so please take a moment and let us know if you or anyone on your court or in jurisdictions that your aware of has a judge who meets aforementioned status.  Email names and contact information to Jeff Groton at jgroton@nawj.org.  Thank you, as always, for your support of NAWJ.

NAWJ Updates Bench Book to Assist Judges with Structured Settlement Transfers

First Book of Its Kind Reflects Increasing Flexibility of Structured Settlements Transfers

DATE, Washington, D.C.  The National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) has updated its Guide to the Transfer of Structured Settlements Annuities. The supplement to the guidebook, published in CD ROM format, is available upon request to all judges and judicial officers as well as their staff.    

The book was written by the Honorable Norma L. Shapiro, who presides over The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and William J. Skyrm, Esq., vice president of legal affairs for Bryn Mawr, PA-based J.G. Wentworth, a business involved in the purchase and securitization of structured settlements.  

According to NAWJ executive director Drucilla Ramey A Guide to the Transfer of Structured Settlements Annuities was first published by the NAWJ in 2005 in response to the growing incidence of court-ordered structured settlement transfers.  “Consistent with our mission to provide the judiciary with timely information relevant to cases before them, we decided that an updated version of the guide was necessary because nine more states adopted structured settlement legislation and three have amended existing legislation since our initial release of the guide in 2005.”  

According to Judge Shapiro, the guidebook was initially developed in response to the increasing appearance of petitions in state courts for transferring structured settlements.  “For many judges, this is still a new area of the law, and we felt that the absence of any substantive guidance was a disservice to all concerned.  We determined this problem could be substantially alleviated with a comprehensive guidebook.”  

According to Wentworth’s Skyrm, “We need to make sure that judges have all the information they need to preside over such cases.”  

The guidebook contains background information about structured settlements and their transfers, an analysis of the model act, utilized by state legislators in adopting state laws, and a step-by-step explanation of a typical structured settlement transfer including sample petitions to common disclosures.  In addition, the appendix of the guidebook contains the full text of individual state laws.  

To request an updated copy A Guide to the Transfer of Structured Settlements Annuities, contact the National Association of Women Judges at 202-393-0222 or email NAWJ at NAWJ@NAWJ.Org.

About the National Association of Women Judges

The National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) provides strong, committed judicial leadership to ensure fairness and gender equality in American courts. Through effective judicial education and interaction, the NAWJ promotes equal access to justice for vulnerable populations and offers professional and personal support to enable our members to achieve their full potential on the bench.  

The NAWJ will host its 29th annual conference in Philadelphia, November 7-11.  For more information contact the National Association of Women Judges at 2023-393-0222.  

About J.G. Wentworth

J.G. Wentworth is a finance company that specializes in structured settlements and is headquartered in Bryn Mawr, PA. 

American Association of Community Justice Professionals 

Third Annual Institute

The American Association of Community Justice Professionals 

Is hosting the Third Annual Institute of Evidence-Based & Best Practices on Offender Treatment, Re-entry Issues, Family Violence and Victim Empowerment. 

Miami, Florida • May 31 – June 4, 2008

Hyatt Regency Hotel

The 2008 annual American Association of Community Justice Professionals (AACJP) Conference will have a marked emphasis on bridging gaps and exploring strategies and interventions that impact both offenders and victims. We believe that it is essential to provide a forum for information exchange and dialogue if we want to advocate for a less violent society.

The main goals of the American Association of Criminal Justice Professionals are to sponsor an Annual Institute that promotes Evidence-Based Practices when available and Best Practices where evidence is not attainable; and to gather together administrators, practitioners and policy makers for networking, information sharing, professional enrichment, and promoting community safety and victim services.

We are anticipating approximately 500 participants and scheduling our conference from Saturday, May 31, 2008, through Wednesday, June 4, 2008. 

We are going to offer a series of workshops and trainings that explore four main tracks of research and practices: 

· Offender Treatment:  Risk and Needs Assessments; Batterer’s Treatment; Sex Offenders; Female Offenders; Victim Offenders; Juvenile Offenders; Substance Abuse and Restorative Justice. 

· Re-Entry: Successful In-Jail Programs; Pre and Post Release Programming for Juveniles and Adults; Alternatives to Current Sentencing Systems; and Community Justice.

· Family Violence and Chaotic Households: Short and Longer Term Impact on Adult Victims and their Children with Special Emphasis on Successful Interventions and Cost Impact to the Community.  

· Victim Empowerment:  Evidence Based Interventions for Domestic Violence Victims in General, and in Specialized Population Groups: Older Victims, Battered Immigrant Victims, Victims of Trafficking, and other Ethnic Populations, Including Lethality and Risk Assessments.

For more information about this conference or previous AACJP conferences and for mailing-list share please contact

Pablo Lorenzo at pablo_actt@advocateprogram.com or (305) 246-0381

Call for Counterbalance Submissions

The deadline for the next issue of Counterbalance is December 28, 2007. Look for the winter issue after the New Year in 2008. If you have articles, announcements, or events that you’d like included, please pass them along to Lavinia Cousin at lcousin@nawj.org. When submitting articles for review, please refer to the following guidelines:

· E-mail documents are preferred. You may attach either a Word or WordPerfect document, or include the text in the body of your e-mail. You may attach photos along with the document to ensure I receive your entire submission package. See guidance on photos below. 

· When sending submissions, please include “For Counterbalance” in the subject line. If you have an idea where you’d like your submission placed (District News, Awards & Recognition, etc.), please feel free to let us know. 

· Please submit a complete article. If you have information from some other source (article, newsletter, Web site, etc.) that you want included, please place that information in your article rather than making reference to it. 

· If you have photos you would like to accompany your submission, please attach the photo files (.JPG, .GIF, .BMP, etc.) and include a caption in the body of the e-mail (e.g., image1.jpg – Judge Jane Doe presents award to John Doe). Please do not insert photos into your articles. If you must send a PDF document from which you would like me to extract a photo(s), please indicate which photo(s). Please remember that the higher the quality of the image (directly from a camera or scanner), the better the print quality. 

· Copyright restrictions do apply even though we are a non-profit organization. Unfortunately, NAWJ cannot reproduce articles from newspapers or Web sites unless you own the rights or have been granted reprint permission. If you just want to include a summary from the source, please write and submit it as you would an article you had written yourself. 

If you have any questions or problems getting something to Lavinia please don’t hesitate to call (202.393-0222) or e-mail lcousin@nawj.org) 

ABA Seeks Nominations for 2008 John Marshall Award

American Bar Association seeks nominees for the John Marshall Award. The John Marshall Award is named in honor of the fourth Chief Justice of the United States, who is credited with establishing the independence of the judiciary and enhancing its moral authority. The Award was established by the American Bar Association Justice Center to recognize those dedicated to the improvement of the administration of justice.
Award Selection Criteria

The John Marshall Award may be presented to any individual who has made a positive national impact on the justice system. Nominees may be non-lawyers as well as lawyers. Eligibility is open to any individual responsible for extraordinary improvement to the administration of justice in the categories of: Judicial Independence, Justice System Reform, and/or Public Awareness about the Justice System.
2008 Award Nominations

The Justice Center is now accepting nominations for the 2008 John Marshall Award. The deadline for all nominations is March 14, 2008. Additional details and the entry form are available on the Call for Nominations. Please forward all questions to desalvor@staff.abanet.org. (PDF of nomination form)

Past Recipients include NAWJ’s very own Judge Norma Shapiro (2006), Tom Ridge, Former Secretary of Homeland Defense, Justice Anthony Kennedy and Senator Howell Heflin.

Keep NAWJ Up-to-Date on Your Local Activities!
If you would like to post events on the NAWJ Web calendar or in Counterbalance, please send an e-mail with “NAWJ Calendar Submission” in the subject line to lcousin@nawj.org and include the following information (in this format) in the body of that e-mail—

Event date: 
Event time: 
Event title: 
Event description: 
Contact: 
Location: 

E-mails without the above information may cause a delay or error in posting. You may attach flyers or registration forms to be posted along with your event, but it is most helpful if you can extract the required information and present it in the above format. Events are automatically included in the most current issue of Counterbalance if submitted by the deadline. Thank you for your help.

