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Southeast Leadership Conference in Atlanta, Georgia
NAWJ’s First Ever Mid Year Conference in Georgia Draws Splendid Reception, Attendance From Across Atlanta’s Legal Community, and Beyond
Nearly 200 NAWJ members, interested judges, lawyers, law students and others from Atlanta and beyond joined our Board of Directors at the 2009 MidYear Meeting and Southeastern Leadership Conference. The Conference was hosted by NAWJ President La Tia W. Martin and held at the Intercontinental Hotel Buckhead in Atlanta. Conference attendees gathered to enjoy a plethora of events, including an informative luncheon address by the Hon. Glenda Hatchett, a recognition ceremony for the pioneering efforts of former Eleventh Circuit U.S. Appeals Court Judge Hon. Phyllis A. Kravitch held at the fabulous law offices of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP, and a general spread of good cheer at the reception held at the lovely home of Conference Co-Chair Georgia Supreme Court Presiding Justice Carol W. Hunstein.

The Keynote Luncheon Speaker, Hon. Glenda Hatchett, host of the syndicated show ‘Judge Hatchett’ and former Chief Presiding Judge of the Fulton County’s Juvenile Court, delivered a riveting speech on children which reminded judges in attendance to “keep their promise to care for our children while upholding the law.”  This event was graciously sponsored by one of Atlanta’s leading law firms Butler, Wooten & Fryhofer, LLP. 

We applaud the outstanding efforts of the Conference Co-Chairs from the Georgia Supreme Court Presiding Justice Carol Hunstein, Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears, and local conference planning committee members Hon. Nina Radakovich, Hon. Cynthia Becker, Leah Givan, Terry Cobb and Sylvia Gaines. A substantive and cutting edge Family Law program which discussed emerging issues of parenthood and the courts response to family and community stability. The outstanding Panel speakers were Washington and Lee University Law School Professor Robin Fretwell Wilson and former Georgia Judge Tom Rawlings, Director of the Georgia Office of the Child Advocate. Those in attendance posed many questions to the panelists which resulted in quite interesting discussions.

Boasting an awe inspiring view of the city, few offices in Atlanta rival those of the Law Offices of Nelson Mullins in the new Atlantic Center Tower, which hosted the Friday evening reception through the enthusiastic charm of one of its attorneys, Taylor Daly. 

Hon. Carol W. Hunstein welcomed attendees and friends to her wonderful home for a delightful evening reception at which Equal Access to Justice Scholarships were awarded to Lisamarie Nellyn Bristol, a Juris Doctor candidate at Georgia State University College of Law in Atlanta, Georgia, and Amber C. Saunders, candidate for Juris Doctor at John Marshall Law School in Atlanta, Georgia.  Attorneys Kevin Rubin and John Harbin, representatives from reception sponsor law firms Greenberg Traurig and King & Spalding respectively, were on hand to recognize and support efforts to advance emerging leaders in the law.

NAWJ  recognizes the persistent and selfless efforts of Friends Committee Chairs Linda A. Klein, Esq., Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC; Stephanie E. Parker, Esq., Jones Day; Elizabeth A. Price, Esq., Alston & Bird LLP; Lynn M. Roberson, Esq., Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers LLP; Lovita T. Tandy Esq., King & Spalding LLP; and Lee Wallace, Esq., Bird Law Group, P.C.  and the supportive Conference Sponsors; 
Platinum Sponsors: Daily Report and Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP; 
Gold Sponsors: Alston & Bird LLP, Butler, Wooten & Fryhofer, LLP, Coca-Cola Enterprises, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, King & Spalding and West, a Thomson Reuters Business; 
Silver Sponors: Cook & Connelly, Jones Day, Kilpatrick Stockton LLP, and Schiff Hardin LLP; 
Bronze Sponsors: Atlanta Bar Association, Darryl Wiseman Flowers, Doffermyre Shields Canfield Knowles & Devine LLP, Georgia Trial Lawyers Association, Hall, Booth, Smith & Slover, PC, Peter A. Law, P.C., Malone Law, and Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & Dial, LLC;  and

Supporters: Atlanta Bar Litigation Section, Atlanta Braves, Atlanta Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC, Belk Department Store at Phipps Plaza, Bodker, Ramsey, Andrews, Winograd & Wildstein, P.C., Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore, LLP, The Law Office of Michael P. Carestia, Coca Cola, Court Call, The Finley Firm, P.C., Laurie Webb Daniels, Esq., Georgia Association of Women Lawyers, Georgia Defense Lawyers Association, Georgia State Bar Association Young Lawyers Division, Insley and Race, LLC, The Junior League of Atlanta, Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP, Jim McDonald, Esq., McKenna Long Aldridge, C. Brad Marsh & Elizabeth Obenshain, Michael & Heather Papirio, Lynn Roberson, Esq., Slappey & Sadd, LLC, Stonewall Bar Association and Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers, LLP. 
Thank you all so very much!

District Nine Conference

Emerging Issues in the Judiciary
St. Louis, Missouri, April 17-19, 2009

District Nine will host its district conference in St. Louis, Missouri at the Frontenac Hilton Hotel on April 17-19, 2009.  The theme of the conference is "Emerging Issues in the Judiciary."  Please contact Judge Brenda Stith Loftin, Past President of NAWJ and Director of Strategic Planning for further information at 314.615.8717.

District Nine includes Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin.
              PROGRAM*
*Program approved by the Missouri Bar for 5.3 CLE Hours

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009

3:00-5:30 p.m.

Conference Registration

6:00-8:00p.m.

Reception

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2009

8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

8:45 a.m
Welcome and Recognition of NAWJ Leadership 

Bonita Cornute

Mistress of Ceremonies

Fox2KTVI Reporter 

Judge Brenda Stith Loftin, Past President of NAWJ

St. Louis County Circuit Court

Justice La Tia Martin, President of NAWJ

Westchester County Supreme Court, New York

9:00 a.m.

Greetings from the Chief
Chief Justice Laura Stith

Supreme Court of Missouri

9:05 a.m.

Program Introduction: Emerging Issues in the Judiciary



Judge Mary R.  Russell




Supreme Court of Missouri
Judge Mary Kay Hoff




Missouri Court of Appeals-Eastern District 

9-15-10:30 a.m.  
Emerging Alternative Courts



Moderator:  Judge Thea Sherry




St. Louis County Juvenile Court



Panelists



Judge Lisa Stark, Wisconsin Drug Court

Judge Nancy Whittenburg, Iowa District Court,

        Clay County Juvenile Court

Judge Christine Carpenter, Missouri Integration Court

Commissioner James Sullivan, Missouri Drug Court
10:30-10:45 a.m.
BREAK
10:45- Noon
 
Emerging Uses of Technology to Aid the 

                     

Administration of Justice




Moderator: Chief Judge Nannette Baker




Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District

Panelists

Judge Audrey Fleissig, Federal Magistrate, Eastern District of Missouri



Commissioner Patrick Connaghan, St. Louis City Probate Court




Jim Roggero, IT Director, Office of State Courts Administrator (MO)
Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Lunch



Retired Judge Susan Block



Paule Camazine & Blumenthal




NAWJ Lifetime Member




Chairperson of the Friends Committee

NAWJ Equal Access to Justice Scholarship

Judge Brenda Stith Loftin




Alicia J. Arellano




University of Missouri School of Law

Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Judge Mary R. Russell

Keynote Address

United States Senator Claire McCaskill

1:45- 3:00 p.m.  
Supreme Court Panels
         


Emerging Issues Facing the Judiciary

Chief Justice Laura Stith

Supreme Court of Missouri 

Chief Justice Marsha K. Ternus

Iowa Supreme Court

Judge Patricia Breckenridge

Supreme Court of Missouri
Judge Mary R. Russell

Supreme Court of Missouri

3:00 p.m.

Closing Remarks
6:30 p.m.

Dinner

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
9:00 a.m.

Farewell Breakfast
International Association of Women Judges

Board Meeting

April 30th in Washington D.C.

A welcoming reception program to highlight visiting judges.
Time of reception:
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location of reception:
TBD 

Contact: Alison DeCamp, email: events@iawj.org, Phone: (202) 661-6501. 
University of Texas School of Law’s

Center for Women in Law

“Women Power Summit”

May 1, 2009 in Austin, Texas

Four Seasons Hotel

Participants welcome for the concluding sessions of the Women’s Power Summit on Law & Leadership – a gathering of specially selected leading women in law, young lawyers and law students. Convened by the Center for Women in Law at the University of Texas’ School of Law, the event will build on the Summit’s goal of advancing the place of women in the legal profession.

The Day’s Highlights:


Welcome by Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson


Austin Manifesto on Women in Law by Summit Chair Diane C. Yu

An Intergenerational Dialogue


Keynote by Marie C. Wilson
For more information: www.utexas.edu/law/academics/centers/cwl/summit.
21st Annual Meeting

National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts

“BUILDING BRIDGES TO JUSTICE”

May 6 - 9, 2009

Omni William Penn Hotel, 530 William Penn Place

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Hosted by the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness

and the Allegheny County Bar Association.
Tentative Agenda

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Welcome 

Speakers:
Judge Clarence Jones, Moderator, National Consortium
Burrell Brown, Chair, PA Interbranch Commission

Jay Bleckman, President, Allegheny County Bar Association 
Plenary Session

Speaker:
Hon. Justice Debra M. Todd, Supreme Court of PA

Introduction by Hon. Cynthia A. Baldwin, Esq., former Justice, Supreme Court of 
    Pennsylvania

Developing an Interpreter Certification Program in Pennsylvania

Speakers:
Osvaldo Aviles, Director, AOPC Interpreter Services Program

Hon. Ida Chen, Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas
Hon. Pedro Cortes, Secretary of the Commonwealth of PA

Peggy O’Neil, Widener University Court Interpreter’s Program
Paul Uyehara, U.S. Dept. of Justice
Janet Fasy, Deputy Court Administrator, Philadelphia County


Reducing Racial Disparity in the Criminal Justice System:

A Manual for Practitioners and Policymakers

Speaker:
Marc Mauer, Executive Director, The Sentencing Project, Washington, D.C.

Achieving Diversity on Pennsylvania Juries

Speakers:
Hon. Jay Costa, Pennsylvania State Senator
Lynn Marks, Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts
Tom Munsterman, National Center for State 
Courts
Raymond Billotte, Allegheny County District Court Administrator
Roger Gordon, Philadelphia County District Court Administrator 

Fairness Issues in Immigration Courts

Speakers:
Jacqueline Martinez, Esq., JMB Immigration Law Group
Thurgood Marshall Alive

Speakers:
Juan Williams, Noted Author, Commentator and Senior Correspondent, NPR 

Introduction by Ken Gormley, Immediate Past President, Allegheny County Bar 
Association and Acting Dean of Duquesne University School of Law


Racial and Ethnic Disparities in the Imposition of the Death Penalty in Pennsylvania

Speakers:
Hon. Renee Cardwell Hughes, Philadelphia 
County Court of Common Pleas
Robert 
Dunham, Esq., Federal Community Defender Office for the Eastern PA

Prof. John Rago, Pennsylvania Commission Investigating Wrongful Convictions
Harold Wilson; Christopher Hill, ACLU Capital Punishment Project 

Cultural Considerations in Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Cases


Speaker:
Dr. Sujata Warrier, New York City Office for Prevention of Domestic Violence


Improving Indigent Defense in Pennsylvania

Speakers:
David Carroll, National Legal Aid and Defender Association
Ellen Greenlee, Defender Association of Philadelphia
Michael Machen, Allegheny County Public Defender
Melinda Ghilardi, Federal Defender, Scranton

Fostering Diversity Through Bar Associations 

Speakers: 
Gene Harris, Diversity Coordinator, Allegheny County Bar Association
Linda Hernandez, Gender Equality Institute Director, ACBA
Sean Lincoln, Philadelphia Bar Association
Kay Kyungsun, Asian-American Bar Association

Friday, May 8, 2009

Plenary Session 

What is “Implicit Bias” and How Does it Affect Decision-Making in our Justice System?
Speakers:
Shawn Marsh, Ph.D., National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
Hon. Roger Warren, President Emeritus, National Center for State Courts
           Retired Judge, California Consolidated Superior, Municipal Courts


Fostering Diversity in Law Firms, Corporations and Government


Speakers: 
Hon. Cathy Bissoon, U.S. Magisterial Judge
Hon. Doris Smith Ribner, Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania
Karen Jackson Vaughn, Esq.

Hinton Lucas, Esq., DuPont Corporation
Raheemah F. Abdulalleem, Esq, Ballard Spahr
Fostering Diversity in Law Schools

Speakers:
Dean Mary Crossley, University of Pittsburgh Law School
Acting Dean Ken Gormley, Duquesne University School of Law
Dean Linda Ammons, Widener University Law School
Dawn Patterson, President, Black Law Students Association, Univ. of Pittsburgh
How Could This Have Happened? 

A Failed Court in a State Known for its Fair Treatment of Juveniles

Speakers:  
Marsha Levick, Juvenile Law Center


Robert Listenbee, Defender Association of Philadelphia
Melissa Sickmond, National Center for Juvenile Justice)
When Race and Gender Intersect: The Double Bind for Women of Color 

Speakers:
Professor Phoebe Haddon, Temple University School of Law
Roberta Liebenberg, Esq., Fine, Kaplan & Black, ABA Commission on Women
Wanda Flowers, Esq., Sunoco Corporation
Professor Deborah Brake, University of Pittsburgh School of Law

Communities Educating Children: Bringing The Harlem Children’s Zone Concept to PA
Speaker: George Khaldun, Chief Operating Officer, 
Harlem Children’s Zone




Innovations in Allegheny County Courts

Speakers: 
Hon. John Zottola, Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas
Hon. Michael McCarthy, Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas
Hon. Stephen Zappala, Allegheny County District Attorney

How Racism and Discrimination Become “Normalized” and Impact Upon Fairness in the Courts  Speakers: 
Dean Lu-in Wang, Associate Dean, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Professor David Harris, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Professor Pat Chew, University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Closing Panel Discussion

Graduates of The Program for Female Offenders

An Alternative Housing and Support Program for Non-Violent Female Offenders in Allegheny
Register online at: http://www.consortiumonline.net/annualmeeting.html




NAWJ’s 2009 Annual Conference
October 15-18

The Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee   
Justice on the River, Navigating Change

NAWJ 31st Annual Conference

October 15-18, 2009

Memphis, Tennessee   

JOIN US! 
Keynote Luncheon Speaker Justice Sandra Day O’Connor (Retired)

Host Hotel

Reservations are now being accepted at The Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee for this year’s Annual Conference. Room rates are $199.00 per night and you may reserve accommodations by calling 1-800-PEABODY (Press 2) and identifying our group name National Association of Women Judges.  The NAWJ room block is limited and the rate is subject to availability.

Registration

Conference registration fees are $475 for NAWJ members, $495 for non-members, and $450 for first-time attendees. Download registration form or register online at www.nawj.org.

Program Topic Highlights*

Gender Bias in Media Coverage

Bankruptcy

Judicial Independence

Developing our Authentic Leadership

Implicit Bias

Emerging Issues in Litigation Resulting from New Legislation

Open Courts and Secret Settlements

Judicial Productivity and Stress Management

Role of the Courts in Overseeing Executive Functions in Difficult Economic Times

Immigration

Law and Literature

International Technical Assistance and Outreach
*subject to change
Conference Chairs

Hon. Earnestine H. Dorse, Memphis City Court

Hon. Janice M. Holder, Tennessee Supreme Court

Conference Chairs Planning Assistants

Danielle Mitchell, Law Clerk, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee

Stevie N. Phillips, Law Clerk, Tennessee Supreme Court
Conference Committees

Education and Programming

Chair: Hon. Bernice B. Donald, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee 
Hon. Paulette Delk, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western Tennessee

Ron Dowling, Chief Deputy Clerk of Court, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee

Hon. Julia Gibbons, U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit

Hon. Holly Kirby, Tennessee Court of Appeals

Liz Mason, LexisNexis
Hon. Camille McMullen, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals
Hon. Diane Vescovo, U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee
Confirmed Program Sessions Thusfar
Thursday, October 15

Plenary Session
Gender Bias in Media Coverage

Speaker: Erica Falk

Luncheon

Speaker: Justice Sandra Day O’Connor (Retired)

The Level Playing Field

Speaker: Kathy Story

Designer Justice: The Movement for Specialized Courts

Speaker: Hon. Carol Feinman

Immigration Issues
Speaker: Hon. Charles Pazar
Friday, October 16
Re-entry Programs Issues

Speaker: Hon. Betty Williams

Open Courts and Secret Settlements: A Perspective on the Sedona Conference

Speaker: Hon. Gladys Kessler

Judicial Leadership
Speaker: Dr. Pat Murrell, Judicial Leadership Institute

Saturday, October 17

Professional Satisfaction: The New Science of Happiness

Speaker: Kathy Story

Diversity in the Profession: Report Card on Women in Law Firms 

Speaker: Liz Mason, LexisNexis

***

Friends Committee
Co-chair: Jeana Littrell, FedEx Express

Co-chair: Jill Steinberg, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Sponsors**

Alpha Legal Solutions
Alpha Reporting Corporation 

The Court Improvement Fund for U.S. District Court, Western Tennessee
FedEx Express 

Herman Herman Katz & Cotlar LLP
Martin, Tate, Morrow & Marston P.C.
Memphis/Mid-South Chapter of the Federal Bar Association
Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
Quattlebaum, Grooms, Tull & Burrow PLLC

Law Offices of Ricky E. Wilkins

**in alphabetical order

NAWJ Past President Judge Vanessa Ruiz

2009 Margaret Brent Honoree   

The American Bar Association Commission on Women in the Profession has chosen NAWJ’s own Hon. Vanessa Ruiz, NAWJ Past President and Judge on the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, among its five women lawyers to receive the 2009 Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Award.  The Award Luncheon Ceremony will take place Sunday, August 2, at the Fairmont Hotel in Chicago during the ABA Annual Meeting. 

 

The ABA Women Lawyers of Achievement Award, established in 1991, honors outstanding women lawyers who have achieved professional excellence in their area of specialty and have actively paved the way to success for others.  The award is named for Margaret Brent, the first woman lawyer in America.  Brent arrived in the colonies in 1638, and was involved in 124 court cases in more than eight years, winning every case. In 1648, she formally demanded a vote and voice in the Maryland Assembly, which the governor denied. 

 
Judge Vanessa Ruiz of Washington, D.C., is the first Hispanic judge to serve on the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, D.C.'s highest court. She is the longest-serving woman currently on the court.  Since her appointment in 1994 by President Clinton, Judge Ruiz has authored more than 400 published opinions on myriad issues important to D.C. residents.  She was president of the National Association of Women Judges and worked tirelessly to increase the selection of women to all levels of the federal and state courts.  An active board member of the International Association of Women Judges, she interacts with women judges from other countries to safeguard the legal rights of women and girls around the world.  Judge Ruiz began her career in private practice, focusing on international commercial and intellectual property transactions. In 1991, she joined the Office of the D.C. Corporation Counsel and became D.C.’s first Hispanic chief legal officer when appointed to head the agency a few years later.

 
Previous winners range from small-firm practitioners in Alabama and Alaska to U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justices Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  Winners are selected on the basis of their professional accomplishments and their role in opening doors for other women lawyers.  Bobbi Liebenberg, chair of the ABA Commission on Women, says of this year’s Brent winners, "These highly distinguished women have been trailblazers throughout their careers and they are inspirational role models for women throughout the legal profession, and indeed all women.  The commission is thrilled to honor and celebrate their achievements.”
Other 2009 Honorees include Linda L. Addison, a partner in Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. and co-founder of the Center for Women in Law at the University of Texas;  Helaine M. Barnett of Washington, D.C., President of Legal Services Corporation and the first legal aid lawyer to serve as its President;  The Honorable Arnette R. Hubbard of Chicago, Judge in the Circuit Court of Cook County Law Jury Division and champion of human rights through campaigns encouraging the right to vote and Loretta A. Tuell of Washington, D.C., partner at Anderson Tuell, L.L.P., an entirely Indian-owned law firm and among the first law firms in D.C. with a Native American woman as a founding partner.
 

Drucilla Ramey to Become
Dean of Golden Gate University in San Francisco, CA   

Golden Gate University (GGU) announced the appointment of Drucilla Stender Ramey, former NAWJ Executive Director, as Dean-Elect of GGU’s School of Law. Drucilla Ramey will officially assume leadership of the Law School August 1, 2009, bringing her extensive experience as a practitioner, law professor, and director of national and regional professional legal organizations to her role as dean. As most of you may know, Drucilla Ramey served as Executive Director of the National Association of Women Judges in New York from 2005 until the end of the 2008 year, and was Executive Director and General Counsel for the Bar Association of San Francisco from 1985 to 2002. She has worked in numerous other nonprofit organizations, including the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, the American College of Trial Lawyers and the Open Society Institute, and served as Chair of the San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women and the ACLU of Northern California. Ms. Ramey served on the faculty at GGU Law School from 1978 to 1985.
Janice Law’s Latest Legal Thriller Release

Wicked Good Secrets

Former Judge Janice Law's fifth book Wicked Good Secrets is a fiction thriller set in Washington, D.C. teaming a former criminal court judge with a Native American to unravel one of America's most interesting historical mysteries. Scenes take place in the National Press Club, the U.S. Capitol, Metro, Congressional Cemetery, National Archives and National Museum of the American Indian. Details on www.judgejanicelaw.com
Keep NAWJ Up-to-Date on Your Local Activities!
If you would like to post events on the NAWJ Web calendar please send an e-mail with “NAWJ Calendar Submission” in the subject line to lcousin@nawj.org and include the following information (in this format) in the body of that e-mail—

Event date: 
Event time: 
Event title: 
Event description: 
Contact: 
Location: 

You may attach flyers or registration forms to be posted along with your event. Thank you for your help.
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