A Message from NAWJ’s President

Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly

Greetings Members,
Early in March,  I participated in a conference call with Jay Long, the President and Chairman of Forster-Long, that also included two of his top executives, NAWJ Resource Board co-chair Karen Johnson-McKewan, and Dru Ramey.  I am  very pleased to announce that we reached agreement as to the final details of our proposed collaboration, pursuant to which NAWJ will have access to and will publish on our web site gender statistics about the state and federal judiciary developed by Forster-Long.

 

Most of the month was devoted to working with NAWJ staff and the conference planning committee on the final aspects of the Northeastern Leadership conference in Boston on April 11-13, 2008.  I think that the incredible amount of time and energy that everyone involved has devoted to this conference will be evident to each of you fortunate enough to be joining us.

 

I have just returned from Panama, where I joined 380 other women from 49 countries (over 50 from the United States) who attended the conference of the International Association of Women Judges.  The substantive panels -- including such topics as providing access internationally for the protection of children; recognizing the impact of HIV/AIDS on women's property rights; access to justice for women suffering from domestic and other forms of violence in countries governed by indigenous tribunals and religious courts; trafficking; corruption in the courts --  were excellent.  Beyond this substantive information, however, I came away from the conference with a profound sense of admiration for this group of women from around the globe who come together every other year to share knowledge and experiences, to identify ways in which each of us can as judges act appropriately to be catalysts for major changes that have long lasting impact on vulnerable groups, including women and children.  Carolyn Temin and I hosted a reception honoring Leslie Alden, the incoming IAWJ President; during a brief address at the business meeting I told the delegates about Leslie's long standing commitment to educating judges about international law; at the regional meeting, I nominated Caroline for one of two positions to the Board of Directors (she was elected) and argued in favor of making the concerns of incarcerated women and girls in detention a focus of IAWJ during the next two years (the motion passed).  In general, throughout the conference, I took the opportunity to talk to as many women as I could about NAWJ and the experience of judging in the United States; several women expressed an interest in joining us for the annual meeting and conference in Portland, Oregon. 

        
Nan Duffly
Hon. Ruth Cooper Burg to Receive

Margaret Brent Award

You have already learned that Colonel (U.S. Air Force Retired) Linda Strite Murnane will receive the Margaret Brent Award this August, but another of our distinguished members will be recognized at that time as well: Ruth Cooper Burg was also named as a recipient of the ABA's 2008 Margaret Brent Award. In 1972, Ruth was the first woman appointed to serve as Administrative Judge and Division Head of the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals; she served as the only woman on that bench for 8 years, and since then acted as a mentor for every woman appointed.  Among a long list of firsts, Ruth also was the first woman to chair the ABA section on Public Contract Law.  In recognition of Ruth's many years of active mentoring of other women who since then have participated as chairs or members of the section, the ABA instituted an annual luncheon in her honor, the Ruth C. Burg Luncheon for Women in Public Contract Law. 

 

We are thrilled that our long-time member has been so appropriately recognized, and enormously proud to include her among the very long and prestigious list of NAWJ members and staff who have received this award.
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National Association of Women Judges

Midwestern Regional Leadership Conference

Chicago, IL

August 27-29, 2008

DRAFT AGENDA

Wednesday, August 27, 2008

Noon - 5 p.m 

Registration
5:30 – 7:30p.m.
Welcome Reception 
Thursday, August 28, 2008
9:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Education Program: 
Stranger in a Strange Land: Cross Cultural Issues in the Courts

Noon -1:30 p.m.
Keynote Luncheon


Keynote Speaker:  Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

      United States Supreme Court

Presentation of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholarship by NAWJ President, Hon. Fernande Duffly

2:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Presentation:  
Scott Turow, best-selling author, Partner, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal
2:30 – 4:00p.m.
Panel:
Attrition of women in large firms and the Impact on judicial diversity

Moderator: Scott Turow

Panelists:  TBA 

5:30 – 7:00p.m.
Gala Reception      

Friday, August 29, 2008
9:00 – 11:30a.m.
Brunch & Program: 
Deal or No Deal, Judicial Ethics for the 21st Century

Noon


Adjournment
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