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Racial Disparity in the Courts: Strategies to Combat Racial Inequality in the Courts and Criminal Justice
System

Recent mass protests against systemic racism and police violence have also focused a spotlight on the
on-going injustice in our courts. It is common to read about egregious sentences and disparate
treatment of people of color, black and Latino people, and women, who come before our courts daily. It
is time to take into account the lack of neutrality of a loaded justice system that awards efficiency over
justice, and treats individuals as numbers on a page, and fails to see them as people with real stories
behind the actions. Inequalities in this system go back to a network of legalized discrimination and it is
time to re-examine what we do, how we see people and ultimately, the decisions that we make and the
consequences that follow. This session reviews the current state of our justice system in conversations
that comprise a view from the Federal and State benches, and from a formerly incarceration woman
now working for change as an attorney with The Sentencing Project and begins to examine strategies for
judges to use in their local communities.



