Jodi Cleesattle (she/her/hers) is a Supervising Deputy Attorney
General in the Employment and Administrative Mandate Section of
the California Department of Justice in its San Diego office. She
oversees a team of litigators and manages her own caseload of
employment litigation, workplace and Title IX investigations, and
other civil litigation. She previously was a partner with a Washington,
D.C.-based national law firm and, prior to her legal career, was a
newspaper reporter and magazine editor.

Jodi is active in various bar associations as well as in community service. She currently serves as
First Vice President of California Women Lawyers and chairs its Amicus Committee. She is a
board member of the San Diego County Bar Association, having also served a previous term,
and she is vice president of the Tom Homann LGBTQ+ Law Association, co-chairing both its
Amicus Committee and its CLE & Community Service Committee. Jodi is a member of the
National Association of Women Judges and serves on its LGBTQ+ Committee and its Judicial
Independence Committee.

Jodi is also a past board member of Lawyers Club of San Diego, a bar association dedicated to
the advancement of the status of women; a past chair of the California State Bar’s Public Law
Section; and past co-chair of the Council of State Bar Sections. She volunteers with and serves
as president of Juvenile Court Book Club, a nonprofit that provides tutoring and book clubs for
teens incarcerated in San Diego County, and she is a longtime volunteer for Rachel’s Women’s
Center, where she cooks meals once a month for the women served by the shelter.

She was named the 2021 Ronald M. George Public Lawyer of the Year by the California Lawyers
Association, and she received Lawyers Club’s 2014 Community Service Award for her volunteer
work.

Jodi received her B.A. in Communications, cum laude, from American University in Washington,
D.C., and received her J.D., summa cum laude, from American University’s Washington College
of Law.

She has two young adult children, three dogs, and two cats and lives in San Diego.
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