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The National Association of Women Judges’ mission is to: promote the judicial role of protecting the rights of indi-
viduals under the rule of law through strong, committed, diverse judicial leadership, fairness and equality in the
courts, and equal access to justice. Since its formation in 1979, NAW]J has inspired and lead the American judiciary
in achieving fairness and equality for vulnerable populations. Led by two visionary women — Justice Joan Dempsey
Klein and Justice Vaino Spencer — 100 brave and intrepid women judges met and formed an organization dedicated
to the following ideals: ensuring equal justice and access to the courts for all including women, youth, the eldetly,
minorities, the underprivileged, and people with disabilities; providing judicial education on cutting-edge issues of
importance; developing judicial leaders; increasing the number of women on the bench in order for the judiciary to
more accurately reflect the role of women in a democratic society; and improving the administration of justice to
provide gender-fair decisions for both male and female litigants.



