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1. Continue to work on outreach to members and encourage new membership. Unable to get 

response for State chairs in Missouri and Wisconsin but will continue to reach out. 
 
2. Successful Color of Justice Program. On March 7, 2023, District 9 hosted the Second Annual 

Color of Justice event in Des Moines, Iowa. Judge Celene Gogerty was the moving force in 
organizing this event. Thirty-three amazing students from Des Moines Public Schools 
Central Academy were inspired by panel discussions regarding attending law school and 
beyond. This event was co-sponsored by NAWJ District 9, Des Moines Public Schools, Drake 
University College of Law, and the Iowa State Bar Association. Attorney Anjela Shutts, a 
past-president of the Iowa State Bar Association was invited to join the planning committee 
and she secured funding from the ISBA. Lawyers, judges, law school staff (including the 
dean), and law students provided inspiration. The statewide newspaper, the Des Moines 
Register, covered the event as well. In addition to the panels, the students were able to 
speak with lawyers and judges one-on-one over a provided lunch. Lastly, the students 
received swag including a custom designed Color of Justice t-shirt. Below is a photo, the 
Register article, and the image from the t-shirt.  
 

  

                                                     
 



This article appeared in the Des Moines Register on March 10, 2023.  (online on March 8, 2023) 
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2023/03/07/at-color-of-justice-event-students-
of-color-explore-careers-in-law/69978108007/ 
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3. Judge Celeste Bremer is working with the Roadways to the Bench program through the 
Administra�ve Office of the U.S. Courts. She atended the April 3, 2023 program held in 
Minneapolis. Judge Bremer hopes to bring the program to Iowa in the future. The flyer from the 
program contained the following summary: 

 
On April 3, 2023, the federal judiciary will hold its second nationwide Roadways to the 
Bench event as part of the Strategic Plan for the Federal Judiciary to achieve its goal 
of a judiciary “comprised of a diverse complement of highly competent judges, 
employees, and CJA attorneys.” 
Interested lawyers and law students are invited to observe a national live-streamed 
panel discussion followed by local roundtable discussions with bankruptcy, 
magistrate, district, and appellate judges about pathways to the federal bench. 
The national panel, which will be moderated by Judge Carl E. Stewart (5th Cir.), is 
comprised of Judge Stephanie Dawkins Davis (6th Cir.), who previously served as a 
district judge from 2019 to 2022 and as a magistrate judge from 2016 to 2019; Judge 
Laura Taylor Swain (S.D.N.Y.), who previously served as a bankruptcy judge from 1996 
to 2000; Bankruptcy Judge Kesha Tanabe (Bankr. D. Minn.); and Magistrate Judge 
Mustafa T. Kasubhai (D. Or.). 
The first Roadways to the Bench event was held in 2019. Ten lawyers who attended 
that event are now federal judges.  

 
4. Judge Celene Gogerty has been presenting a monthly Lunch and Learn CLE Series for the 

judges of the Fifth Judicial District of Iowa, prosecutors and defense attorneys on a variety 
of criminal law subjects.   

 
5. Emily Chafa is co-chairing the Iowa State Bar Association’s 150th Year Celebration 

committee. Retired Judge Donna Paulsen is chairing a sub-committee to address the 
contributions of Iowa Women Attorneys to the law and the ISBA. Judge Paulsen has invited 
a group of women attorneys and retired/senior women judges to work with her to develop 
ideas to recognize the contributions of Iowa women in the law. 


