
 
 

11/25/2025 
 Report from District 11 
Honorable Susan Criss 

 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas 

 
 

NAWJ presented a Color of Justice program on October 25, 2025 at the Texas Justice Center in 
Houston. South Texas College of Law, Texas Southern University Thurgood Marschall School of 
Law and the University of Houston Law Center sponsored the mentoring sessions, celebratory 
brunch and the honoring of three scholarship recipients.  
 
NAWJ members in El Paso are working with Texas Latinx Judges and the Criminal Justice Section 
of the State Bar of Texas on a program called Path to the Courthouse. The program introduces 
high school kids to various jobs at the courthouse including practicing law, the judiciary, 
interpreting, court reporting and becoming forensic experts The program is planned for May 
2026.  
 
Chief Justice of the 8th Court of Appeals Maria Salas Mendoza swore in Judge Antonia “Toni” 
Arteaga of the 57th District Court of Bexar County in as the new president of the Texas Latinx 
Judges.  
 
Former Chief Justice of the Thirteenth Court of Appeals Dori Contreras received the Texas 
Latinx Judges Judicial Section’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Former Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Judge Michelle Slaughter was elected as a Council 
Member of the Texas State Bar of Texas Appellate Section.  
 
In April NAWJ and the Travis County Women Lawyers Association sponsored the Eighteenth 
Annual Color of Justice Program at the University of Texas Law School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


