Hon. Mimi Tsankov (Ret.)
Federal Administrative Judiciary -- United States Immigration Court

Judge Tsankov served as United States Immigration Judge for nearly two decades, and has
received numerous awards and recognitions both at the court and by various legal
organizations for her work as a judge in New York, California, and Colorado. As the elected
President of the National Association of Immigration Judges, she testified before the U.S.
House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate as an expert on issues related to the working
conditions of the judges at the nation's Immigration Courts. She's held multiple elected
and appointed roles in leading organizations, including the American Bar Association
(ABA), the Federal Bar Association (FBA), and the National Association of Women Judges
(NAWIJ). At the NAWJ, she served as Vice President for Publications. At the ABA, she chaired
the Judiciary Division's National Conference for the Administrative Law Judiciary, and
received multiple presidential appointments to the United Nations Department for Global
Communications. At the FBA, she was elected to serve on the Board of Directors for a
three-year term. She has testified as an expert on behalf of the U.S. Department of Justice
before the United Nations Special Rapporteur for Human Trafficking in Persons, and has
organized yearly programs at the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.
Having retired from the bench in September, 2025, she is drawing on her labor background
to serve as a neutral in labor arbitrations and mediations, and recently joined the American
Arbitration Association as a neutral on their labor panel. She has an extensive publication
history with articles on a variety of cutting-edge topics in law reviews and other legal
periodicals, including Law360, and is an adjunct professor at the Fordham Law School.
With years of experience as a media contributor regarding ongoing events in Immigration
Court, she has been interviewed by national and international outlets, in print, radio, and
television formats, and has produced podcast stories explaining not only judicial pathways
to the bench but also special programs explaining the nuances of laborissues in
administrative courts.



