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As legislatures across the country enact and refine laws addressing nonconsensual dissemination of 

intimate images—commonly referred to as "revenge porn"—judges are increasingly called upon to 

interpret and apply these statutes in both criminal and civil contexts. This session will provide an 

overview of the statutory landscape, explore constitutional challenges including First Amendment and 

due process concerns, and discuss evidentiary and procedural issues that may arise in these cases. 

Panelists will also consider the impact of these cases on victims, defendants, and the broader justice 

system. 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Understand the Legal Framework: Participants will gain a comprehensive understanding of the 

current statutes addressing nonconsensual dissemination of intimate images (revenge porn), 

including their key provisions, criminal and civil applications, and recent legal developments. 

2. Navigate Constitutional and Procedural Challenges: Judges will develop the ability to identify 

and address constitutional issues such as First Amendment concerns and due process 

protections, as well as procedural challenges related to evidence and privacy in cases involving 

revenge porn. 

3. Apply Best Practices in Adjudication: Attendees will acquire practical tools for handling revenge 

porn cases with sensitivity, ensuring fair treatment of all parties involved, while protecting 

victims' rights and maintaining the integrity of the judicial process. 

 

Speakers: 

Melissa Diaz, Chief, Family Protection Unit, San Diego County District Attorney's Office 

Kate McDougall, Chief, Family Crimes and Sexual Assault Unit, Massachusetts Essex County District 

Attorney's Office 


